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THE TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH 
AS oh 


SOCIALIZING AGENCY 


INTRODUCTION 
If one allows his imagination to drift back into the 
last century and attempts to visualize the place the Church held 
in the lives of rural people, he cannot but be impressed by the 


place it occupied and the great influence it exerted. 


In those days the minister was looked to for all kinds 
of help and advice, and naturally so, for he was quite often the 
best educated inan in the community. It was the travelling pastor 
who brought not only spiritual help, but news of the outside 
world also, to those lonely isolated souls who braved the dangers 
and hardships of the American frontier. Again, it was usually 
the Church which took up the cause of righteousness in a commnity 
and at the periodically occurring camp meetings scores were turned 
from a life of un-Godliness to one of a very definite conscious- 


ness of God's forgiveness and fellowship. 


hen we contrast this picture with what we see to-day 
we cannot but be impressed and disturbed. Jt is very evident. that 
in many cases the Church has lost its influence upon rural life. 
It is imperative, therefore, if our country civilization is to be 
salvaged and sare that the Church take upon itself the task 


of ministering to the social, amd even the economic life, of the 
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community, as well as to its spiritual life, To do this she mst 
build herself into a central place with a comaunity centered, rather 


than a church or denomination centered progran, 


It is not enough that the Church be a "one day a week" 
institution, carrying on a Sunday School and Church service only. 
Our present day conception of religion as daily living has so shot 
through all our activity that the Church must be prepared with a 
program and message to meet all the demands that will inevitably 
arise. No longer is it sufficient guaranty of a man's religion to 
say that he is one of the pillars of the church. The great quest- 
ion is, "how does he live?" "Does he drive a sharp bargain?" "Is 
he more concerned over his bank account than the welfare of the 


' These and 


underpriveleged or the man whose mortgage he holds?! 
many other questions are the tests of the modern man's Christianity. 
fo inspire and create the kind of life which shall measure up to 


the standards is the task of the Church, and todo this she must 


provide a broader and more vital program. 


The Church can no longer be satisfied with only the 
spiritual welfare of the comaunity. She must concern herself with 
the facilities of the social and recreational life and the environ- 
ment in which they are carried on. there must be a wider conmunity 
service, an interest in the economic life and a willingness to help 
in the solution of economic problems. All this must be done, not 
with the view of self-glorification or for the promotion of a 


denominational program, but because the Church sees that if men are 
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to be helped to live abundantly she must be vitally and heipfully 
interested in every phase of community life. It is this kind of 


program that we will endeavor to set forth in this thesis. 
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I. 
THE CHURCH ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER 


It took courage and fortitude to face the dangers and 
hardships of the American Frontier. Those early settlers who ever 
pressed Westward under the pressure of advancing civilization 
earned for themselves a glory that shall never fade fa they 
wrested from the grip of primitive forces the factor out of which 


our American civilization has sprung. 


As the Pioneer led his fanily Westward he faced many 
opposing forces. Every foot of land he secured first had to be 
won from its original owners, the Indians. Often the Indians 
were hostile and many an inherited homestead of to-day was paid 
for in blood in Pioneer days. Added to the element of danger 
from Indians was the stubborn fight with the primitive soil. 
Often before it produced it had to be cleared of its forests, 
underbrush and grass. Against these the Pioneer had to struggle 
alone, with his axe, hoe and crude plow. Although his personal 
safety and welfare might be secured the early settler had to 
protect his livestock from the attacks of the panther, wildcat 
wolf and other wild beasts of the primitive world in which he 
lived. Out of his isolation and suspicion of adventurers as 
criminals the Pioneer developed a trait that has endured until 


the present - that of selfishness. Jt is this trait that has 
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held back progress in many cases. jie cannot wholly condemn such an 
attitude because it has caused the farmer to build solidly. However, 
in the by and large, we are probably justified in saying that it has 
harmed the farmer more than can be repaid by the good it has done. 


We shall meet this problem agin in our discussion. 


As the Frontier spread farther from the centers of religious 
influence the need of a Frontier Church was secn the Pioneer family 
carried its Bible and meager supply of books having spiritual content, 
but the many hardships and discouragements called for the comfort 
and inspiration of the minister and organized Church. fiith this in 
mind the Congregational Home Missionary Society appealed for help 
on the grounds that the Church was needed as a community institu- 
tion and that the Gospel was needed to win men and women to a new 


life in God. 


Qut of these conditions arose the mission of the Pioneer 
Church. It encouraged Bible reading and proclaimed the Gospel by 
interpreting it in terms of personal salvation. This view of 
salvation fitted in with the individualistic attitude of the times 
and exerted a mighty influence on those lonely people. However we 
may criticise the Church for its early methods, they were the best 
for the times. The Church on the Frontier was a great force in 


saving rural society from vice and the sordid worship of material 


th ings e 


It might be said that the Church is suffering from this 
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method of former days. In answer we say that if the Church had 

not taken the path it did, it is more than likely that there would 
be no Church in the rural community to-day. Furthermore individual 
churches are often ready to adopt a progressive program of feder- 
ation, cooperation and the like, but the outside pressure of de- 


nominational boards keeps competition alive. 


The Pioneer preachers were men of leadership. They won 
their way by sheer force of character. They believed in their 
calling and their country, and their earnestness compelled belief 
in their gospel. Those early preachers were intense patriots and 
they encouraged loyalty to the Union. Fo doubt they played no 


small part in aiding in its preservection. 


The Church of that period supplied a place of meeting on a 
democratic basis of social equality, and the Pioneer preachers 
were socializing agencies for social, political and intellectual 
solidarity. These men travelled and knew what was going on. They 
were sources of information on subjects of political, sociological, 


economic, scientific amd educational valve. 


When the Church had been established on the Frontier the 
thoughts of the settlers turned to the Indians and they began to 
feel a concern for their spiritual welfare. Also they thought it 
only just that the Indians be Christianized, for vn-Christian 
. Indians might attack them. The desire to Christianize and civil- 


ize the Indians is the reason for the elaborate social and indus- 
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7. 
trial programs of sane of the early missionaries to the Indians. 


Thus the first carriers of Christianity beyond the colonial 
borders were missionsries to the Indians. Schools were founded to 
educate them in Christian principles and as tradesmen. was a 
difficult task and the Indians responded slowly, if at all. This 
caused a loss of interest at the home sources and resulted in a 
reduction of contributions to the work. Another cause for the 
loss of interest was the diminishing contact with the Indians as 
the colonial frontier pushed them farther away. Later the new 
frontier re-established the contacts and there was a period of 


increasing interest but later came the decline.? 


As greater numbers of Pioneers came Westward the tendency 
was to shift support from the Indian work to religious work among 
the Pioneers who were cut off from Christian bodies. YFeople began 
to realize that a great power was rising in the West and that they 
needed the Chruch, if the ideals and values of Christianity were 
to be preserved. The greater freedom of the Frontier, the break- 
ing down of old restraints and the building of new customs and 
ideas made Christian influences imperative. The influx of Euro- 
pean immigrants seemed to be the evolving of a new race which 
needed Christianity to help this new race by giving it the knowl- 
edge and spirit of the Christian Gospel. Thus American Christ- 


ienity became a missionary work to all mankind, «s represented 


Mode: The Frontier Spirit in American Christianity. pe22—-26. 
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by the immigrants. In reality this was a preparation for the 
larger task which was later to fall on the shoulders of the 


American Church. 


The acquisition of Upper California brought America face 
to face with the Orient and then came the call to take Christianity 
to them. About this time England was colonizing in the Yrient also 
and the two nations undertook to Christianize that part of the world. 
Later came the reverses to the British imperialistic policy in the 
Crimean War. This shifted the responsibility to America and it was 
soon seen that she must carry the greater share of the work. Thus 
we can see how American Christianity spread from one which was 
primarily interested in ministering to its own people to one which 
looked out on wider horizons of world service. Upon the West 


depends the success of much of the work. 


Because the colonists were isolated from England by three 
thousand miles of water and were constantly spreading out on an 
ever widening frontier, it was inevitable that an American type 
of Christianity and civilization should arise. We might even say 
that American civilization has been mainly a civilization of the 
frontier. Frontier contact has been more than incidental, for out 
of the Frontier has our national expansion has been carved. It is 
the one unifying factor of our national development. The earliest 
colonists, in spite of the ocean trip, thought of themselves as on 
the Frontier of the Motherland, and were not slow to move inland. 


It was due to this factor that the Americanization of Christianity 
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and civilization in America took place, 


The Frontier has kept American society in constant 
movement and has built a character in harmony with it. These 
Were those who constantly felt the pressure of new settlers 
Coming into the new territory and to escape this pressure and find 
new adventures and land they kept moving on. To-day we find 
traces of that same restlessness in the young men and women who are 
dis-satisfied with conditions and are doing all they can to change 
them or go to where they can be satisfied. While the typical 
pecan” of to-day is the embodiment of the attitude produced by 
the Frontier, it is not an intellegent organized system of educa- 
tion. It is simply the influsnce of the Frontier which uncon- 


sciously produced the America of to-day. 


The religious life was not apart from this constant 
movement. It was carried with the pioneers when they pushed on- 
ward, end was confronted by the needs of the Frontier civilization. 


"Toe Church had to provide, first of 211, the 
children with a means of grace, am later to se to it that 
a rapidly rising civilization of the West was to be 
equipped with a Christian institution and nurtured in 
Christian ideals. A vast organization had to be built 
to arouse and utilize the spiritual responsibilities ; 
methods had to change, sectarian sensitiveness had to 
give way to interdenominational canity snd cooperation. 
All this was a part of the gigantic enterprise to which 
American Christianity set its hand when it undertook to 
Christianize the Frontier."!- 


Toe spirit of the Frontier imprinted itself on the 


ee 
“Mode: Tne Frontier Spirit in American Christianity. p.15, 
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Christianity imported from the East and it too’ on the Frontier 
characteristics. American Christianity is different to-day than 

it was in the days of the first colonies. There is a freedom, 
joyousness, and outlook that was not present in those early colonies. 
The change came during the Pioneer period and gives a distinctive 


character to American religious life. 


At the present time we are hearing much about Church Union. 
Looking back to the earliest New England Colonies we are impressed 
by the unity which existed. The Puritans came to America, not to 
separate from the English Church, but to establish a pure form of 
of that Church. ‘When they arrived there were new conditions to 
which adjustments had to be made. The "Congregational" form was 
already in existence in Plymouth and the Puritans, seeking for a 
form of government more in harmony with the new land and attitude, 
Ganieta ty. considered the "Congregational" form. Gradually they 
adopted it and what would have been two distinct religious bodies 


became One. 


During the years of the following century members of many 
different denominations came to the new land and being thrown so 
closely together they began considering their common task. In 
about 1741 the German and Dutch Reformed Churches and the Pres- 
byterians attempted a plan of union but at a crucial moment the 
North Holland Synod held back and prevented what would have been 


an important union.? 


ES a ere en aera ee 
Mode: The Frontier Spirit and American Christianity. p.103-5. 
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In 1801 occurred a significant action that had all the 
possibilities of far reaching results. It was the Plan of Union 
perfected by the Congregational and Presbyterian Churches. Its 
purpose was to promote union and harmony and provided for an 
exchange of ministers in the churches of each denomination, along 
with other features of ultimate union. While this plan was finally 
abandoned, after several years of operation, it is a significant 


example of the non-denominational impulse of the last century, 


nen the Western territory was thrown open for settlement 
people went there for economic gain, not from any religious motive. 
Consequently people from all denominations foundthemselves thrown 
cogether in one community. When the missionary came he gathered 
everyone in one place to worship. Such worship could not but 
produce the realization that denominational differences, that. had 
loomed large in the East, were not of primary importance. The 
means of evangelizing these Frontier people was the Camp Meeting. 
This proved to be another force in diffusing Christian fellowship. 
Denominational and theological differences were not exalted, in- 
stead all denominations cooperated in the common cause of evangel- 


izing the Pioneer community. 


hile the people on the Frontier were brea*ing down sect- 
arian differences by community worship, the people in the East 
were forming missionary societies, without denominational differ- 
ences, to carry on the Frontier work. hat were knowm as "Female 
1 ‘ * . 
Mode: The Frontier Spirit in American Christianity. p.106-8. 
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Societies", corresponding to the present day Women's Missionary 
Society, furthered non-denominational work. The American Tract 
Society was organized to supply good reading material and had no 
interest in denominational propaganda. The American Bible Society, 
organized for the sissemination of the Scriptures, by its very 
nature could not be denominational. This was atte true of the 
American Sunday School Union which had as it purpose the estab- 


lishing of Sunday Schools without denominational affiliations. 


Looking at these facts one might ask, "How did the 
disunion of the present day arise out of this atmosphere of 
co-operation?" Such a question is justified, for out of those 
days of non-denominationalism has come an appaling condition of 


dis-union and denominational rivalry. 


Ne can see the first whisperings of the coming dis-union 
as early as 1838. In that year the General Synod of the lutheran 
Church of the United States issued a call to the other denomina- 
tions to consider union. The proposed union was to be a simple 
one; allowing for freedom of doctrinal belief, organization, 
discipline and worship; yet it was to be a union nevertheless, 
it was to be a union based upon their comuon task, a co-operative 
movement pressing on in the evangelistic mission of the Church. 
The project failed because of the dispute which arose over slavery, 
and as time passed and the dispute became more accute the breach 


oe ee 
was widened beyond any hope of reconcilliation. 


Ae La RATT LAE LD LAR rR 
: Mode: The Frontier Spirit in American Christianity. p.110-113. 


2 
Ibid. Pe 116-17. 
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However, slavery and its attendant difficulties, was not 
the only cause for division. Even more deep seated and far 
reaching were the theological differences which arose between 
denominations, Jt was inevitable that a commmity listening to one 
form of theology would be comverted to that form of thinling. ‘when 
several forms of theology began competing in a community conditions 
were even Worse, and as a consequence whole communities were often 
rent open. The Camp “eetings turned aside from their original 
purpose of evangelization and became centers of theological dis- 
cussion. One's status as a Christian or non-Christian largely 


depended upon what theological belief he held. 


In many cases the settlement of new territory went on so 
rapidly that communities became isolated with little news from 
the outside. This gave ample opportunity for discussion and it 
was usually of a theological nature. As a result a community 
would sometimes have several modes of thought within it. The 


outcone of such differneces was a strong sectarian attitude. 


The news of this agitation caused every denomination to 
rush into all available places and plant its own type of organ- 
ization. The strategic points were at a premium and often sev- 
eral denominations located in one of these, resulting in the 
bitterest competition and un-Christian rivalry. Out of this 
abnormal period of competition and expansion arose the condition 
of overchurched communities. Each church had its peculiar views 


and struggled to gain the lead in the community. This spirit of 
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sectarianism went beyond the Church. Often it was the deciding 
factor in the selection of a school teacher. Under the guise of 
providing an education many denominational colleges sprang up. 
However, the real purpose was usually the proselytizingof the 


young people by denominational propaganda. 


Thus we have the situation as it existed at the beginning 
of the present century and to a large degree as it exists to-day 
in many sections. Furthermore we are faced with a rural civil- 
ization that lacks many of the values which would make it a 
powerful factor in creating a more significant American civili- 
zation. At the center of this rural civilization is the Church, 
which seems almost helpless to cape with the situation. There are 
certain significant factors which make up rural life and a knowl- 
edge of them will help us explain the conditions as they exist in 


community and Church. To examine them is our next task. 
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CHAPTER IT 


THE CHANGING CONDITIONS 
IN THE TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH 


La a 
THE CHANGING CONDITIONS 
IN THE TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH 

ve have no definite way of arbitrarily determining the 
limits of the community area. Several factors must be consid- 
ered when discovering the boundaries of the canmnity. We must 
consider the topography, size of the village population, the 
predominant crops, size of the farms, kind of roads, proximity 
to the city, and whether the village is also a county seat. 
These factors are always present in determining the extent of 


the community's influence. 


Another thing to remember is that the same area is not 
served by all the agencies of the community. That is, the banks, 
stores, churches, schools, and so on, all serve a differently 
bounded area. An examination of Hawthorne's, "The Sociohogy of 


Rural Life"! will show what is meant. 


Within the community we find sections called neighborhoods 
and the efficient Church must reckon with them in the farmation of 
a program which serves everyone. Several factors enter into the 
formation of a neighborhood. There are nationality tids, the 
grouping in one particular area of those of a certain nationality; 
denominational ties caused by the gathering of church groups in 


one locality; service ties of the neighborhood stores etc.; and 


SAS A ee 
; p.292, 306-7. See also Brunner: American Agricultural Villages, 
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leadership. If the leadership of a neighborhood moves away that 


z 
neighborhood often ceases to exist, 


While rural people often like to say that the structure 
of their society is similer to that of the city, we must not close 
out eyes to the fact that there are certain characteristics which 
are typical of rural society alone. A large population in a small 
area creates a city, while a small population in a large area 
creates a rural district. The occupation of farmirg needs a large 
area and this reduction in density of population mares for isolation. 
This isolation gives rise to the desire for more ard better social 
contacts. Racially the country is more homogeneous than the city, 
especially where European agricultural families have settled in one 
location. This condition exists markedly in the Middle West where 
thousands of North Evropean peoples settled in the Pioneer days. 
Even to-day the racial solidarity has not be affected to any marked 
‘degree. In the country singleness of occupation, the simplicity 
of economic interests and the wider distribution of peole brings 


freedom from the class distinctions of the city. 


It is often said that rural people engage in little or no 
play. To a certain extent this is true but it is often the sweep- 
ing conclusion of one who sees only the surface, The fact is that 
there is no sharp division between certain types of wor’ and play. 


The work is brougit into the conversation at all times and certain 


Brunner; American Agricultural Villages. p.64-69. 
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types of work, while they must be done, are accepted as a break 
in the routine snd are a form of play. However, farm wor! does 
force recreation into narrow limits. Vacations and leisure hours 
are few because of the necessity of being constantly "on the job." 
Humor is apt to be of a coarse, boisterous type. Love is just as 
ardent as in the city but is often silent with no great display 
of emotion. ‘hat recreation there is is left to be of a vigor- 
ous nature. Baseball, hunting, and fishing are favorites. 
Lounging, eating and sleeping also have their places. Here, then, 
is a real challenge to the Church. There is the call to make the 
few liesure hours count in forming Christian character. By learn- 
ing to play together young people and children will learn to work 
together in later years when the call to community service and 


progress comes, 


In the economic life of the country we find certain 
peculiarities. In the city capital and labor are separate interests 
while in the country there is a close identity between them. The 
farmer is both capitalist and laborer. He owns his own property 
and machinery and does his own work. In the farmer we find con- 
bined a great deal of managing ability and a variety of technical 
sill. Because he is a capitalist he must !mow how to manage in 
order to get the greatest return for his money, time andeffort, 

As a laborer he must know how and when to do the great variety of 
things necessary to carry on @ successful farm, In this sense he 
is a skilled laborer. Industries in the country are few and simple, 


not at all like the myriad industries of the city which call for 
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bundreds of men fitted for their job. 2ural induetries are crop 


raising, stock raisirg, dairying, fruit production, etc. A8 4 
result of this simplicity of industry the social ani economic 


organizations are ci=aple. 


The center of rural life is the home. In the city there 
are outside influences which tend to decentralize life and destroy 
the home influence. In the country few such i-fluencez exist. 
Consequently there is « centralizing of life in the home, which 
must bear the responsibility of supplying satisfactory st 
In the comiry people live umier the public eye ané there are 
stronger moral restrzints than in the city. there are net many 


dart corners of vice and children are mrally safer than in the 


Zo one living in the country the cultural advantages of 
the city low larger than those of the country. The advantages 
of art, literature, science, professioral service; good schools 
and churches seex to be lacking, =d to a certain degree they 
are. The schools are mainly clementery. 4 smli musber of high 
sciocl graduates are fourd ir certain sections, ani a fewer nusber 
still of college graduates. Te migsctc te further examples of 
this codition but the mite of schools will suffice. "wever, 


comtry people are not ignorant. Hany cultural advantages are 


% 7 


to be had end seny homes nave them. Be find pictures, books, 


magazines, music, and the lixe; much of which ic the best. in 
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this day of the radio the best musical programs end lectur 
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may be brougat into the home, while the automobile and good roads 
make it possible to more easily go to centers where the lacking 
culturel advantages may be had. Many rural people are deep stud- 
ents of public questions, the presence of more time for study and 
thought often making them better informed than city people. The 
average intellegence is as high as the average intellegence of the 
city, especially in the industrial city. There is the need of 
leadership which shall be able to stimulate the rural mind, creat- 
ing a desire for these things and offering means of satisfying 


the desire, 


Looking further at this rural civilization we find that 
there are certain factors which enter into its structure. The 
very nature of conditions make the psychology of the country 
people different. ‘or: is largely done alone and this gives 
opportunity for solitary thought. This tends to make the farmer 
individualistic in his thinking. He goes at a problem as an 
individual, not as a member of a group. While this solitude 
induces independence and self-reliance, it discourages the 
co-operative spirit, which is so important in the present day. 
This deficiency can be noted in many spheres - in that of religion, 
education, recreation, culture, business, etc, ‘hen farmers learn 
to think as a group they will be able to better existing conditions. 
The farmer is dependent upon the forces of nature for the success 
of his crops. “e feels that everything depends upon them and this 


breeds a fatalistic attitude which is apt to hinder co-operative 
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effort. Such an attitude may also profoundly influence his con- 
ception of God and His way with men. Her, indeed, is a er place 
for the Church to fill. Provinéialism and a lac’ of culture aid 

in making the farmer conservative. Narrowness and resentments may 
sometimes lead to radicalism. This eet ae a social mind in inm- 
portant matters often causes different community organizations and 
activities to languish. New knowledge will make the farmer more 
progressive economically, politically, educationally and religious- 
ly. It will stab him awake to his needs and wets him to discover 
his real social hunger. When this happens ees people will take 


steps to satisfy their needs and desires. 


The solitude in which the farmer lives and works tends to 
prohibit meeting with a group for che discussion of co-operative 
measures end better farming. Most of his gatherings are for 
worship or recreation and these, in themselves, if there is not 
thought given socialization by the leaders, contribute litile to 
this desirable attitude. Isolation or lack of acquaintance tends 
toward hostility end suspicion, while acquaintance and contacts 
breed friendships and trust. Group isolation develops sectional- 
ism. Such a group tends to become self-centered and suspicious of 
other groups. If there is the slightest feeling of is olation 
sectionalism is apt to appear and this is harmful, not only for the 
group but for the nation. Commerce end frequent contacts with 
outside groups will bread down this attitude. We have often seen 


examples of sectionalism in relations between country and city. 


ambo win oomauftet vihnuclon oefs pa Obes ee Howe sda0% 
ht Di tal al, Cioac lintel. «sca ai yaw et Boa bod fe-4 
| Did onwlus Jo veal 2 bys wai letenivors £19 os dowd etd a8 
ee edremtiores ice enero! vevi dew weno enw? odd getven! ae 
wilt nt bai fetoeg 2 to vost sit? .maiLeathe of baol ont Seems 


- y anoishesne zac yidmuigos Jse1wPELl adeves nedto swedon sans sog ; 
_ “eon aamnsat Bas ovam [Liw egbofwur! wot mee ot eotsiet vai 
ie mightier Bits qiipooideowse «yl Leotstlog «iLavlaions srl nnengont 
th raeeeee bus abeen aid ot etene mth. daty [Lir #1 yer 7 
‘ad P Litter eiqoed Lavtay anteggan ela! medi ,1tefimd Latoos Lees ae 


-reitseb hres angen. tied? yTaitay od aqeve 


al 


4 


Mia steed eow bon esvil -wiaet ads tighiw at-ebyiifow edt » ey 


{s2940~00 ‘To sohewveesté etl) rob quory sfdw goltoon snanannes. 
a rae $18 agaEwodiag aid ‘to Joo .2nksiw? tedted Bim pete 


ra : 
z 
, 


<a a Stars 22 ,neviesnest ni (eves Ins nolteotme 10 qiseqow 
oF olveit edudbatnoo . stabaol. edt ys nodtaallatoon sovig slyrodt 
ret O9RSinisupoR to foc! 10 moldalosl sobut iste Sidexteod etd 
Stoasnon’ bre eonatntapss afintw stotoignaa Ais ysl tdbor buawod 
stanotioor. Bolsves noltelost qhosd .derty bas eqtdebredy) bewil | 2 
“eke sudhoiqaive Eos be eliroo-tice seobad of sired quory 2 dou? aii 


o. 


oe 


folveloet to yrilned Snsduyels emai sued TI . aquotg 


SAS setulae gor .iythiai at <2) HAs sage od dqe of ashlanodss 


iw Miesecs 4 Smiupet frm on tele moidan edit baby sed oe 
Beer Wolte syeti of .mby2dite sidy weed! Aaesd Lldw eguetg eblete ‘a 
AgIe bap widnues: meesox enol sealer nt’ nelianobiess Yo | 


21. 


I feel that contacts between the city and country are most desirable. 
If we keep the country ignorant of the city by a lack of cmtacts 
it will becane suspicious of everything urban. Contacts will 


broaden both groups in their attitude toward each other. 


Since the World War the farmer has experienced tremendous 
difficulties because of economic depression. A study of the problem 
is quite revealing as to causes. First comes overproduction. Prior 
to 1914 farmers raised no more than they sold and conditions were 
stable. ‘ith the outbreal of the war the proximity of the United 
_ States to the conflict made her the storehouse of Europe. The 
cry, "Food will win the war.” became the slogan of the world and 
the American farmer responded by using every available foot of 
land to increase production. ith the signing of the Armistice 
came the plea to continve in order to feed a starving world, and 
upon the promis of high prices, he responded. But credit was 
restricted and produce was destroyed by buyers to ‘eep prices up. 
The farmer had to pay back his borrowed money and, with the de- 
flation in prices, he was faced with ruin. Another cause grew out 
of this primary cause. Many people, attracted by high prices, but 
inexperienced, went into farming. Usually they went bankrupt and 


this led to financial difficulties. 


What have been the results of this economic depression? 
First we find 2 loss in rural population. People left the country 
in great mumbers for the city insearch of better financial condi- 


tions. Conseguently an aversion to agriculture grew up among 
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young people until to-day it is hard to get them to remain on the 
ferm. Another result has been a lowered standard of living. In 
meny cases the services of the county agent, the home demonstra- 
tion agents, county Y.M.C.A. secretaries, teachers of agriculture 
and county health nurses have been discontinued, All this has 

led to an impoverishment of country life. A natural outcome, as 
has been noted, was indebtedness. In 1910 the indebtedness of 
American farmers was 1.7 billion dollars, in 1920 it had risen to 
4.8 billion, and during the depression years (to 1927) it had 
again doubled. Solutions suggested have been an easier credit and 
the scaling dow of the debt, but the solution is not yet final. 
Out of all this has arisen a blighting discouragement. The farmer 
is often unable to see any future hope and sometimes loses his grip. 
He is reluctant to pick the broken threads and begin over again, 
feeling it is impossible. The final result is the cleavage be- 
tween country and site. The farmer feels, and justly so, that 
the city has blocked every attempt of the country in its struggle 
for relief. As a result the farmer is none too friendly toward the 
city. However, the Farm Bill passed last year seems to show a 
change on the part of the city. This is very likely a result of 
of the Presidential campaign of 1928, which brought the farm prob- 
lem before the American people as has never been done before. It 


is to be hoped that the day of co-operation between city and country 


is near. 


For a more detailed account of these results see Brunner: the 
Chureh and the Agricultural Crisis, p.15-18. I have given here 
only the high points of the discussion. 
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In the face of all this economic hardship and its results, 
what has been the attitude of the Church? In most cases the Church 
has hardly indicated that she knew the problem existed. She has 
taken a hasty glance over the country, noted that some things were 
not as they should be, and has said nothing. ‘The result has been 
&® loss of influence among those to whom she sought to minister. 
What can the Church say and do to help the farmers when they are 
faced by such a crisis? It seems to me that several answers can 


be given. 


Those dealing in spiritual things must apply the Gospel 
to the particular situation at hand. In this the individual Church 
must not be left to fight alone, but must be supported by the 
strength of the whole denomination and Christian Church. There must 
be a deepening of morale through a facing of all the facts and the 


utilization of all resources. 


Pastors should know something of the means by which the 
community can lift itself ad throw their whole support in favor of 
any such effort. it may be through cooperative marketing, buying, 

a credit union, etc. The pastor will not have to do all the work 
or supply the genius of administration. in fact, for the average 
pastor it would be a mistake to attempt it. However, he should know 


what is needed and exert his influence and leadership in the most 


helpful way. 


Local churches and national church leaders must construct 


a financial program with some consideration of the general economic 


a : _ 
ust una qiihwed obsonods eidt Lig To west G8t aon © 


) ait acvag doom eI Yao) ode to obotiide Hs mbes eat 
~ ‘Bad oi Jindeixe meldow: of? womi add vad? Bodna rot eibuad 
Stew eaaide anoe dade beter ,ytimos st? tevo eonaly yteaed a cedae 
Steed Bet ¢isdet off ‘.qutiton Sise 4at ina .ot binode Yau es ton . ; 


, 
‘amedeleia o¢ dapuin ede ance of escdd gnoma eonenfta) Yo seol a 


WR RE ft rointas at eles 09 0m sca yee dna ott aw ta 
iio sromens fesoven Jad? as oF sieve $Y fotets 2 dave ys Demey 


preerer od : 
’, ‘Esgead 92 “lage vane egatis lavtiahre at aniisad escd? 
MeIAD Lawhivinns ott aide al toed te nottavtte wivottxy vdt of | 
eta YS Satseqme of tem tae ,enola sagt ot ttel od toa set 
sia 

a out sHSydO HeiPalite dae noltentmoted slodw edt to ste 


or “von efcei ods Lis to #ifeai @ dquoud olesen to naineqead a efi 


; «aeumyosex [fe Yo nottensiebae 


and dehiw qwWoeseen sf? Yo galdtoncs wind bivoite atoteat | : 
} tovet ot Feedtve sloie tet? woxdt a Lfeadh 2ibL mad Vi laemog 
eaiyad sunivadian evitsseqess doris od yam fi =» tutte tena ws. 
Hew eit Lia eh of sve tor Ilkw tettey off .ote ,votan tidben a 
egeiers ots Sol .~twt ni .moliattaininhs Yo agiaes ede ylqque de. 
, Wes Divoiz: of WtoveweH .¢2 tymedta ot edataim 2 ed bivow tt uo 
_ <- ean ait al qifetobsel bas ethos {ai elf taexe Dra’ beboor el 


«Yay 


dowataaos fav: sianao! soud> Lanptitam Ane @eltomdd bei 
~ @impnoss Lacan, ait lo anttersbleacs spose Abby maKyony Tateanst 


a 


2A. 


Situation. Benevolences have increased one third but the needs of 
mission boards have increased also. Quotas have been based upon 
urban prosperity and have worked hardship upon the country churches 
in the midst of the economic disorder. As a result of such false 
rating, deficits have arisen in country churches, often causing ex- 
treme discouragement. venominational boards will have to take this 
into consideration if the country church is to remain financially 


sounde 


The Church through such educational institutions as the 

State Agricultural College, the Farm Bureau, etc., and research 
groups, should study the situation. The questions arising are: 
What is a fair return for a crop? What does equality of opportun- 
ity for the country child mean? Has a farmers’ cooperative a right 
to be treated differently before the law than eny other corporation? 
What is a Christian program for a country conmunity? These ques- 
tions must be considered and answered in order to get anywhere at 


all. 


As one travels about the country to-day he is impressed 
by the number of closed and struggling churches of the open country. 
If he asks why he is told that the leaders go to the stronger church 
in the village, leaving the open country church to shift for itself. 
The leadership goes to the village or town church because it has a 
better preacher, there is a better building, and the service of wor- 


ship is enriched by superior music. 


This situation grew out of the rise of the village. The 
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early country churches formed a circuit and this was satisfactory 
for their needs. As the village grew the work of the Church de- 
manded a-full time pastor, usually one who was better trained and 
who could do better work by concentrating in one place. This at- 
tracted the leadership and left the country churches to themselves 
without leadership and often without a pastor. As a result, today 
many open country churches are left with fewer funds; poorly paid, 
and consequently poorly trained, leadership; and low attendances. 


The whole effect has been one of deterioration. 


This would not be so tragic if the village and town 
churches did something to compensate for it, but their attitude 
has been one of neglect in many cases. Village members and lead- 
ers seldom visit country people on the business of the Church. If 
the country people wish to come to the village, well and good, but 
little effort is made to serve those who do not come. No effort 
is made by the village Church to systematically evangelize these 
people. The 1927 survey of the “Institute of Social and Religious 
Research™ shows 31.6% of the village church members living outside 
the corporation boundaries. Yet the Church does not meet the major- 
ity of country residents, who really support the village by their 
trade. A suggested solution for reaching these people on the fringes 


will be given later in the discussion of the Larger Parish Plan. 
We now turn to examine the place of the Church in the com- 
munity. Is the Church the universally dominant insititution, is the 
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1 Brunner: American Agricultural Villages p. 180-181. 
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voice of the Church heard above all others, does she lead in all 
progressive community programs? More often none of these things 
can be said to be true of the Church. She has lost ground and 


lost her grip upon the community. 


One of the factors contributing to the condition is that 
of poorly trained leaders. Many rural ministers are young men just 
out of seminary and serving an apprenticeship, waiting for a city 
pastorate. Such a minister cannot be heartily in sympathy with the 
hopes of rural people, neither can he understand their problems. 
Few of the theological seminaries train men specifically for the 
rural field. Because of low salaries men of less academic training 
are found in the rural pastorate. Many are trained in denominational 
colleges which often do not offer the courses in sociOlogy, psychology, 
economics, and agriculture, so necessary for the rural minister. Thus 
lack of specific or general training is often present in men in the 


rural field. 


Another factor is the absence of an adequate program. ‘The 
emphasis is upon preaching and not all churches can afford to have 
that every Sunday. Another part of the pwogram is that of evangelis- 
tic services. These are expected and every year new converts are 
made, but very often there is no further result and the Church ceases 
to function except for such oceasions. Over-emphasis on preaching 
is the cause of this type of revival. As a consequence, there are 
practically no week day activities. Quite often there is no recreation, 


social, educational, civic, men's and women’s clubs, young people's 
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Scoieties and clubs and similar programs, As a result the life 


¥ 


of some communities is woefully poor. 


Even though an adequate program might be desired and 
planned, in a good many cases it aatie not be carried out because 
of a lack of proper equipment. Newer programs require equipment 
that churches of twenty-five and even fifteen years ago did not 
provide. ‘the large majority of buildings are equipped for preach= 
ing only. Thus no efficient Sunday School can be conducted be=~ 
cause of a lack of rooms. Neither can any social or recreational 
programs be carried one Some churches are in a state of poor re- 
pair, the heating is poor and there is little attractiveness which 


will inspire worship. 


It cannot be denied that the rural church is poorly sup- 
ported financially. This factor prevents any program that might be 
constructive. However, this condition is not due to complete indif- 
ference. Surveyed show that the farmer is willing to support an ef- 
ficient church program. A shortage of finances is often an indica=- 
tion of an inadequate program. ‘The rural minister is usually poorly 
paid for the same reason. As we have seen, he is not always the 
best representative of trained leadership. His work is sometimes 
divided between as high as seven churches, consequently he cannot 
render the service possible if he had only one field to serve. ‘this 
ae usey ied of effort causes people to feel free to be less concerned 


over the amount he receives because they know they are not getting 


all his services. 


Food omg hehe tn aR Loe es EE Se cee 
Taylor, C. C.: Rural Sociology. De 250 


“Ee 


i au 


Oth od? tivesx.o ch .emeigom telinge bos edly baa seltetes 
<ooy YLivteow et eeltiaummos sae % 


bea Seitash od tdnim matgotg sdaypods ne dgvedt neve 
@tnaccd joc boizies ed dot bisos df eeess yuem boos a nit bear 
themgiupe stivpat emazgoxy toweK .inougivps seqomq to toatl s to 
. ten Bid oys eussy Nosttit neve une suite pinbet to sedotedo | 
ead aot beggiupe sxe enaibfied to yttxofam easel ed? .ebiv 

. = med besaipaos od uso foode2 yabawk tnelettte on and? «yao gat 


| datiotteouner x0 Caton ys nao wittte® .amoor to oat @ to ecuan 


“et to0qg. to state » al esa eedowirio ome8 420 belriae ed Baexwoay- 


' 
setae B8ougvisosiiis efstti et oxeis bas soog si gattaed oft hag 


$ re. eqiiexow etigent 


. swe Tisoog Si dowwilo Lent oli salt beineh of tomnac #1 
“a sisi haut taken ‘pnts: ah tntate sotoat sist oNiiat onant? bed wa. | 
 wpbhet edelgnoa ot enib tom 8i molttthse eidt .zevewoH © covitenthueeal | 
<6 2s #toqqus of urilliv ei temiak oft tad? wore { yevwe 2 9Omet 7 
*soibal ng. xetin ei cognarti to aegpaeodte A .matpotg dousuio tno tott 
titeeg Eflaber ei soleinin few of .mergowy stavpebent os te bt 
2a Syariea fon ci ef ,nese S¥at aw eh «108897 ose oft Tot bs. e's 
Memitenos ei atow all -qiterabsel dant art to evitetneseiget 
fonnao ai Yitaatpsanoo sedousts Sevyet ea dgid sa nial , 
eiat .evies of Sleit ee ‘lao. bad ef ti eidtesoq eolvies edt 19. 
Bowteoues evel ef ot sex? {002 ot sigosq eaduao t2oite to-mot sa 
gaitieg ton ote yed? woud yor’ aacaped sevhesot of tacome edd tem 


’ ave ; _sbe0iviee edt 


O68 .«¢ -oleives Lanai 860 0B 9 ' * 


3 | th 
re 7 


28. 


We noted in Chapter I how, as the country, became set- 
tled, several churches would be organized within a given community. 
As this went on villages became over churched and each had to com- 
pete in order to maintain itself. MThis condition is rife even to- 
day. As the number of churches increased the contributions increas- 
ed, but not in proportion, i.e. the average individual contributions 
decreased, as did the budgets for the individual churches. ‘This 
means that in an over churched town there is insufficient money to 
support the work and Home Mission aid is necessary. ‘The study of 
the Institute of Social and Religious Research, 14% of the country 
churches studied each received an average of $350.00 in aid and in 
some cases this was given merely to perpetuate the competition. 
in very few cases was such aid available to underchurched oe yt 
fhe same survey reveals that in the villages there is one church 
to every 237 persons, while in the open country there is one church 
to every 440 persons. ‘The average number of churches to a village 
is os. These figures come from the study of one hundred and forty 
communities. ‘the best trained men are placed in the most competitive 
fields, but records show that trained men in non-competitive situa- 
tions produce better results than in competitive fields. in the lat- 
ter, they are forced to use their energies in order to hold their 
own or gain a possible margin of advantage. Relieved of competition, 
their energy can be devoted to building and administering a con- 
structive Christian community program. Overchurching prevents co- 


operation in any community project and produces harmful spiritual 


SS 


lorunner: American Agricultural Villages. p. 179 
“Brunner: American Agricultural Villages. p. 174-178. 
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results, Suspicion and jealousy lest some group should gain the 
credit for an enterprise completely enervate the community and pre- 
vent any progress. What should be regarded as a common Christian 
enterprise fails because it is more important that denominational 
Supremacy mean more than the cause of the Kingdom of God, and that 
the vanity of a particular group be placed above the presence of 


the true Spirit of God. 


We might say that the final reason why the Church has 
lost its grip upon the community is because of the unprogressive 
nature of the theology preached. ‘The Church has preached that the 
acceptance of a certain credal statement is necessary to be called 
a Christian. It has maintained that the saved state consists wholly 
in the belief in a certain set of doctrines, which more often than 
not, have little or no relation to life itself, ‘the Church has clung 
to the old ideas of salvation for the hereafter; while the new is to 
Save them for something here as well, in the belief that a man is pre- 
pared for the future by his life here. The new emphasis has been up- 
on life. ‘he farmer is interested in life here and now, he longs 
for someone to understand and sympathize with him in his problems. 
The message which touches the vital things of his life has the note 
of reality to which he will Posneboban’ and again and «ake.a part of 
his faith. ‘he Church which will come to him with a program which 
encourages better methods of farming and marketing, a more wholesome 
program of recreation and social life, challenging him to rear a 


family of children who unconsciously give thanks to the Father for 
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all they have, and enriches the spiritual life as well, will find 
that the farmer will gladly cooperate in any way he can. Of course, 
it is understood that the primary effort of the Church is to relate 
men to God. . fo state the work of the Church in such a sociological 
light does not mean that she is to forget her primary task and lose 
herself in a purely social program. It means that this is one of 
the means she will take to make men more conscious of the Father who 


takes an interest in the minutae of daily life. 


Perhaps the picture of the Rural Church has seemed unduly 
gloomy. 1 have not meant it to appear that there is nothing optimis- 
tic to be said, for there is. It cannot be denied that the Rural 
Church has done much to hold Rural Civilization together. However, 

I am not concerned with this. I am attempting to get at the heart 

of the problems confronting the Church and enumerate them. Naturally, 
such an effort will seem to cast a shadow over the whole. We know 
that clear sunlight on Se. wove field is necessary to produce rich 
crops, so I am paying particular attention to the cloud which over- 
casts a part of the field in the hope that it may be dispelled and 
the pure sunlight might flood the whole. In the next chapter 1 shall 
endeavor to offer solutions for some of these problems, thus looking 
forward to the day when the Church in the country shall be even more 


influential than ever before. 
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SOME FACTORS UNDERLYING THE PROGRAM 


As we move on to consider a suggested solution of the 
Rural Church problem we see in these conditions a challenge to 
truly heroic effort. 


"During the past one hundred years, the American 
people have witnessed within the boundaries of this coun- 
try a phenomenal economic expansion. Rarely, if ever in 
history, has wealth of such enormous proportion been so 
rapidly accumulated - 300 billions, according to the esti- 
mate of economists. With such accessible resources of 
land, forests, and water, there has been every incentive 
to the American citizen to engross himself exclusively in 
the getting of wealth. iiaterialism has had its opportun- 
ity. And it could easily made shipwreck of our souls, 
leaving us with an immense acreage of developed soil, sky- 
scrapers filled with merchandise, factories equipped with 
the latest inventions, vaults glutted with gold, but no 
aesthetic sense, no craving for intellectual refinements, 
and no spirit of adventure or sacrifice. Probably in each 
of these particulars, we have paid the price and lost much 
in the domain of the sprit while acquiring so much in the 
realm of things and stuff. But how much greater would 
have been the loss if generations of frontier farms and 
townsmen had not been concerned also in the spiritual 
realities symbolized by churches, schools and colleges} 
How effeminate indeed, might our Christianity have become, 
without the responsibility of establishing institutions 
commensurate with our economic advance. Who more than 
the home missionary fresh from the adventure and hard=- 
ships of the frontier, was the hero listened to by re- 
ligious conventions and local churches in the East?...... 
eoceeeeeeSuch disposition as our churches today possess 
to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ is 
undoubtedly in no small measure a spiritual heritage com- 
ing down to us from the adventures and devotion of the 
Frontier period. 

"Today has its tasks for American Christianity. If 
the frontier has been churched, perhaps to excess, and 
colleges in sufficient large numbers established, prob= 
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lems even more complicated growing out of the urban- 
izing of our population are now calling for solution. 
The country, moreover, no longer conventional in its 
attitude toward the Sabbath and the Church, is calling 
for a more vital expression of religion...ccocccooes 
With such tasks presented to the churches, the spirit 
of heroism need not die. Great economic expansion un= 
doubtedly lies before the American nation, and corres- 
pondingly grave dangers to its spiritual life from the 
blighting influences usually associated with vast mat- 
erial acquisitions. Hope lies in the fact that the 
task before the American churches today is just as 
great as it was one hundred years ago, and the challenge 
of the heroic has not lost its power. What is supreme- 
ly needed is an exposition of the bigness of the task 
that confronts the Churches. ‘The heroic will do the 
rest." 1 


Thus the task before the Church impresses one who has thought deep= 
ly upon the problems before us today. Truly the challenge is as 
great as that which called the pioneer missionaries. ‘here is not 
always the physical dangers of former days, but there is spiritual 
danger that calls for the best in us, ‘thus, rather than being pes~- 
Simistic regarding the problems we should heed the challenge and 
fling down the gauntlet to the hosts that would destroy the spiritual 
values of our life. If the Churchserving the comnmunity in a social 
way, aS well as spiritual, can contribute to the Kingdom then let us 


understand how we can best serve and throw our best efforts into the 


struggle. 


Before attempting a solution there are some considerations 
worth knowing, which will influence the formulation of a program in 


the Rural Church. Although we my not adopt everything the rrontier 
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1 
Mode: Frontier Spirit in American Christianity. p. 184-185 
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Church did in promoting its program, there is one method that we 
can well adopt. The Frontier Church adapted its methods and men 

to suit the times and situations, and to be successful the Rural 
Church must do the same today. ‘the preacher, because of his train~ 
ing, must be the nucleus of the group. ‘the meeting house must be 
the center of the organized expression of the whole community life. 
There is a need of ministers who do not constantly shift, but will 
Stay in a community until its life bears the stamp of the character 
of Jesus. ‘These methais were used by the frontier Church and 1 be- 


lieve they can be used to good advantage today. 


The influence of the kural Church is greater than we 
think, at first. if it is a live church it occupies a unique posi- 
tion for all the idealism, culture, community spirit and practical 
Social service will center in it. This is because very often there 
is no other organization that consciously ministers to the moral and 


spiritual needs of the people. 


If this is the case then we can see that the Church must 
show people the social contribution of an efficient country civili- 
zation. Christianity must control industrial concepts and labor to 
give the workers of the soil the social recognition that has been 
denied them. Economic justice for the farmer is included in his 
social appreciation. ‘the Church must have a program that expresses 
appreciation of the moral resources of the community. it must por= 
tray the values of the community, showing those elements which are 


permanent and make for a richer community life. ‘this means that 
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the Church must combat the unreasonable individualistic interpreta- 
tion of life, so often found in the country. Ethics must be social- 
ised, that is, they must be shown to affect not only the individual 
but the comunity. Morality must be stated in terms of a wider as- 


sociation. kKeligion must function in forms of normal service. 


One of the problems to which the Coumtry Church must de- 
vote herself is the teaching and developing of ideals. ‘he exist- 
ence of stable tendencies in rural life and thinking lead to a lack 
of idealism. Poetry, Art and literature are sadly lacking. ‘here 
often is a lack of sentiment. ‘the forces of nature tend to crush 
out the ideals, making the chief concern of life the accumulation 
of enough money to live reasonably well. ‘this absence of idealism 
undoubtedly contributes to the lack of cooperation in civic causes 


and social programs. 


The essence of religion is to develop aspirations, expand- 
ing individual emotions into altruistic impulses, and to téach to 
measure what is by what ought to be. ‘this is the Church's most dif- 
ficult tabs the preaching of individual salvation, the teaching 
of denominational creeds, the encouragement of loyalty to sectarian 
beliefs and dogmas, not only keep the Church from prospering, but 
rob modern rural civilization of the ideals which other elements of 
rural civilization have. The type of religion which the Rural Church 
must teach must no longer be robbed of its birthright. Rural people 
must no longer be led to think of religion and the Church as re- 


strictions of life, rather they must be given a mae abundant life, 
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by means of a faith and Church that expands its understanding, 


appreciation and vision of life. 


As elsewhere the moral and ethical leadership of the 
Church is needed in the Rural Comunity. In the country, if a 
man goes wrong in the pursuit of a standard of living he is im- 
moral and unethical. If he behaves as a poor citizen he fins 
himself with no group to which he can turn. The Church must teach 
and develop moral and ethical judgment so that these tragedies 
may not occur. Such teaching is needed in the new business and 
political relations of farmers; also regarding the relations be=- 
tween persons in the same community yet of different economic and 
Social status, concerning sex relations, business relations be- 
tween members of the canmunity, and recreational relations. To 
solve these problems, the community needs dynamic moral and ethic- 


al leadership. 


Thus it is evident that absentee, part-time, short- 
term pastorates and mere preaching programs are not enough. The 
Church must have a resident, full time pastor in the community for 
& period of years, if it is to occupy any such vital place in the 
life of the community. Only then can it conduct systematic train- 
ing in moral and ethical ideals, foster religious living, and par- 
ticipate in guiding human adjustments, wherever and whatever they 
are. Until the Church does this she cannot hope to have the in- 


fluence she should, 
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To do this the Church must realize she does not exist for 
herself. Every item in the program of the Church should be for the 
community and individual development and improvement. It must make 
good its Fight to exist by adequately performing the functions which 
Justified its origin, namely, the abundant life, and fellowship with 


God and man. 


In the previous Chapter we glanced briefly at the psychology 
of the farmer. In order that we may better understand how the farmer 
feels and thinks let us again turn to his psychology as we think of 
the program of the Rural Church. The farmer is practically never in- 
fluences by mob-psychology.e. His buying is not emotional. When he 
buys it is an article not designed to suit his taste, but to give 
the greatest amount of service. Fads spread slowly in the country 
because farmers themselves change slowly. They hear of a new fad 
only after it has often become passe in the city and as a rule their 
attitude toward fads is adverse. Fads demand a changing society, 
else they will not survive. Farmers, with fewer contacts and slow- 


er methods, are against them. 


However, in the country there is a greater amount of sug- 
gestibility than in the city. This is because of the greater homo- 
gerality of race, language, custom and thought, which gives ideas 
& clear sweep and tends to cause crowd hysteria. Often a whole com- 
munity will become painfully conscious of a single case of contagious 
disease, while in the city an epidemic may break out in one section 
without causing undue alarm. History shows that the country has of- 


ten been the seat of such hysteria. In the city we find a greater 
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diversity of life and thought and this acts as a check in the event 


of any crisis, 


While mob-psychology may seldom affect the farmer, amd 
hysteria only in times of crisis, we do find that the farmer is 
profoundly influenced by public opinion. Public opinion usually 
rises out of discussion and in the rural community this is usually 
personal gossipe To be the object of it is a serious matter and 
one will do well to conform to the standards if he wishes to have 
the community good-will. Gossip arises because of the lack of read= 
ing matter, sane discussions and debates which would help in form=- 
ing public opinion on matters of larger importance. The Church 
alive to its task can help in supplying this want by providing such 


opportunity for discussion and debate. 


To what extent is the farmer a part of the public? He 
finds himself restricted by his community, his occupation, home, 
etc., and consequently feels that his place is limited. The pub- 
lic is sometimes fickle but the rural population is stable on the 
whole. There are times when the unified action of the nation is 
desirable but as a rule the rural people react slowly and often 
independently. The common way for the public to act is through 
assemblies ami committees but as a rule the farmer does none of 
these things and follows his own individual opinion and reasoning 
in the mtter. Thus to an extent the farmer is part of the larger 


public but more often he acts in an individual mamer. 
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As we noted before, the farmer is influenced by his oc- 
cupation. He works with things, not people. His whole program 
is adjusted to the dictates of each season. Much of his work is 
done in comparative solitude and he lives, works, and spends much 
of his time at home. All this makes him what he is, There is a 
difference between the person who deals andworks with people and 
the one who has to do with inanimate, unconscious objects. In the 
former situation there is stimulus and response, while in the lat- 
ter there is mastery and slavery. The farmer is master of some 
things, - his home, his beasts, his employees, etc; but he is a 
Slave to others - the forces of nature, etc. To a certain degree 
his personality is influenced by his contact with others, but 
not entirely, because these contacts are too few, as a rule. He 
reflects the effect of his physical environment. His body and 
mind, subject to the play of a certain influence, come to react 


in a habitual way to that influence. 


We have hinted how he is influenced by the climate and 
seasons. According to the way weather conditions exist they may 
be etiser his friends or his enemies. The late warm rains of 
spring will aid growth and maturity while warm weather and then 
a@ cold snap may destroy a crop. The warm sun will help the corn 
to ripen but a hail storm of twenty minutes duration can lay the 
corn flat upon the ground. ‘Thus, in the way the seasons change, 
does the farmer regard them as friendly or unfriendly. The in=- 


stability of climatic conditions from day to day and week to week 


make the farmer cautious. 
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This leads the farmer to unconsciously think in terms 
of the weather. His whole program and plans for the future depend 
upon it. Often this dependence breeds a fatalistic attitude which 
has sometimes led him to fall prey to speculators and exploiters 


because he thinks of the processes of business in the same way. 


Let us note again the influence of isolation. As we 
have seen his home life is isolated, he works alone, and he thinks 
alonee His convictions are deep rooted and hard to shake. Isola- 
tion influences personality. In cases of solitary isolation it has 
abnormal effects. Such people do not develop the rudimentary social 
attitudes. Farmers, though not abnormal, lack social contacts and 


as a result become more staunch and stable than the city people. 


However, it would be unfair to say that there is nothing 
ahead which shall change such conditions. We can see a new rural 
life already coming. The differences between country and city are 
not as marked as formerly. The farmer of today has more social and 
economic contacts. The work of the farm is done more and more by 
machinery; transportation, through the automobile and good roads, 
is more rapid; there are better educational opportunities and a wid- 
er outlook is his for the taking. The consolidation of schools 
makes for larger communities and more efficient education. This 
will mean that the Church will sooner or later be forced to con- 
solidate, not only the open country churches with those of the vil- 
lage, but those within the village itself. When that day comes 


when all villages will see that the Kingdom of God can best be fur= 
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thered by such a step, Christianity will take a long stride forward 


in ministering to the needs of rural people. 


All these forward steps have produced a change of attitude. 
Boys and girls no longer feel that the farm is inevitable for them. 
Larger educational opportunities have opened all the other professions 
to them if they desire to follow some other occupation than farming. 
It is often said that the colleges educate men and women away from 
the farm but this seems true only to the degree that college gives 
broader outlook on the world as a whole. It enables farm people to 
become a part of the larger society and escape the narrowness of 
former days. It is helping to break down the differences between 
country and city because college young people mingle with each 
other and learn to understand one another’s views, Thus, out of 
all these new processes which are finding their way into rural life, 


a new type of farmer is developing. 


Now that we have examined these underlying principles we 
can now move on to suggesting the methods whereby the Rural Church 
can best serve the community and build the life which is based upon 


the principles of the Kingdom of God. 
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IV. 
THE CHURCH AND THE NEV PROGRAM OF SERVICE 
AND ORGANIZATION 

Before the Church can take any definite steps in the 
creation of a program to fit the local needs it must have a 
knowledge of the social environment of the community. The only 
sure way to secure such information is by means of a systematic 
survey. Such a survey must not only show the number of churched 
and unchurched people, and the needs of the field in terms of 
men, money and equipment, put it also must explore the mind of 
the mind outside the Church. It must discover his attitude to- 
ward religion, what he conceives religion to be, etc., and thus 
be the means of appealing to him with a suitable program. To 
many such outsiders the Church is a social institution and the 
Rural Church must prove its right to exist as such. A preacher 
with a social background who strives to justify the Church and 
its teaching on the basis of social utility lead the outsider to 
@ new appreciation of the social validity of the Church and at 
the same time see the validity of Christianity in the lives of 


men as the means of enabling them to fellowship with God. 


The survey must discover the different customs, in~ 
fluences, types of mind, and, thus become a basis for determin- 
ing how the desired results can be obtained, It is important 


that we preach idealism, play on the emotions, and picture the 
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results of better living. However, we must also study the actual 
conditions, laws and modes of events and social change, else the 
end will be iawiaanes Thus only will the desire for community 
betterment and the construction of a real commnity life justify 
the survey. i1f it is used merely to pry into the lives and thought 
of people, simply to collect a body of facts then it is better nev~ 


er to take the first step. 


When we think of “survey” we immediately ask ourselves 
what kind of surveys can be made and what method we shall use. It 
is usually advisable to have a preliminary survey, one which gath- 
ers data upon which a mae intensive survey can be based at a 
later time. Probably the most satisfactory survey, after the pre=- 
liminary, is the partial mthod. This type will examine only one 
or a few phases of the community life such as social, religious, 
and sanitary conditions. The practical type is that which is not 
interested in a knowledge of the facts alone, but comes out of 
the consciousness thet some one thing is not as it should be. It 
seeks to get at the bottom of the matter, to determine its true 
nature, its prevalence, and then to discover some way of remedying 


the situation. 


The opposite of this is the scientific survey which is 
primarily concerned with accumulating facts and then arriving at 
scientific conclusions, ‘this type is probably the least valuable 


of all ¢o the Church which contemplates a survey. Lastly, there 
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is the comprehensive method which delves into the essential phases 
of community life. It examines the physiography, religion, social 
life, aesthetic tastes, sanitary conditions, educational advantages, 
and financial conditions, etc. Usually, this is too great a task 
for one church to undertake, Such an effort should be made with 
the combined forces of the churches of the community, or with the 


aid of other organizations interested in community enrichment. 


In preparing for the survey the territory to be covered 
Should be outlined. The natural center is that place to which the 
largest number of people go for the largest number of commodities. 
The census will be taken in the homes which turn to it. Besides 
taking a census of the homes in the community it is profitable to 
survey the organizations within the community and list each for 
the purpose of comparing them with the home census and the extent 
to which they satisfy home needs. Thus the social activities of 
each home in the community will be charted. When the results are 
in they should be charted on separate sheets so the information 
will be more intelligible. A list of such maps or charts might 
be a newspaper map, community events map, library map, telephone 
map, school map, church map, Sunday School attendance map, com- 
munity organzations map with colored seals to correspond to a 
similar seal for all homes connected with them. ‘his is only sug- 


gestive, the list can be made much more complete, depending upon 


the needs. 


I have appended a form suggested by Prof. U. J. Kern, of the 
Dept. of Agricultural Economics of the University of California. 


See Appendix A. 
Brunner: Surveying Your Community - also contains suggestions 


for such blanks. 


ro i, , a) 
, — ire 5 
 wanadty [st Gneees a etal sevieh ésirde — ovienotte me st 
nr ctabat fox + Mlamoleyiq ot? Sect iuiaiiy ryt sGitl winnie’ 
ueenreats ienpivaghs ,awelilixey ~eedinas ,aotuad ottedtees: eth 2 a 


Seat a teem cof “i etait eettauell 


vote ,zusttibeoo Latonantt 
2 


Mtb whem ed Divade st0Vie nm Ande sedasre bau od comic’ ose aot - 


oats sity ett hiteme> att te gistutds ad¢ to sseto? heatdmos ade 
ny 


= * snoniob-eio Sintumoo ni -hevewresut eneltse inagie xedio to ee 


oe 


| Satevns, eo of qottest off ysrive act sal gtktegex¢, al 
opal Apia od enely tadt si tetmeo Laqwien oat .bontiino ed bLoate | 


a i 


aBeldibormioo So sides diesra: od? xt op siqosg to tedmas tsopiagi 


ta 
; 


na 


se e#2 0d mand! indole Baaneeid ak edad od Lite avaceo 


_ 


Pe Oldetitorg 21 ti vttmeeoD vis cb eawod aft Yo arene « yetah | 


_— 


<5 fe diae 052 Sie Gihiwieoo sit widele ano titer inagse ed? Coren 
ipa fies e7ane5 swat ode Athy mags gutuaques te ssogttig 


» 


i 


ee Batiivicos Letsvs anit asee sthees somd ytelése yet ousee a 


my, 


ene. Rt Lyans eg? cog «bsPiarlo.ed £f?6 ytianmnco ed¢ m1 extod dees. 
mottamsn hat Say of aioats stazaqeu no Serres od hisode Yods aa 
ita ttiadd io. Sgam Mdhe-to Jali A -oldigitletat axén of Ihe) 
encdgoiot .gem ysetlil .ymt @inave Ytimumeo gam vegedewen a ¢ 
“SOD .GU Soratitas3 x Foods® yanane <G% foxodo .gam foodow igs 

# oF, Susgrezsoo of aiaag Bapotes. dtiw gan Stoliseaagro lene, 

See Ties ah ake gene 7H Restomuins seme ila so? ges -talb 
Hewes: Si2Smabab .f ts ign otum Sete sien ‘at mao tet! atte ow 


ve 


nee me 


Sat to tte ae oo toe OF eee 
7 s@into iti YW etintaview ect? to my 
WHliee)5/* ucletaes eele = hep, cd i, yee 
—— s “3 ; ad ty ae 


43.6 


When the survey is complete the data must be interpreted 
by a small group of open minded and educated persons who have abil- 
‘ity. They should be able to understand all the cross currents and 
aspects of community life so that it can be interpreted aright. 
After this interpretation ami evaluation the reports should be pub- 
lished so that all can read it. in such a report no names should 
be given, simply the figures and deductions. Numbers can be used 


to designate any name to which more than one reference is made. 


Out of the interpretation of the data the Church can 
build the program needed. ‘The report should show not only what 
is in the community, but what ought to be, Striking contracts of 


this kind can easily be presented by charts, photos and the like. 


In making a survey it is vitally essential that the sur- 
veyas possess the proper qualifications in order that they might 
secure the best results. Surveyors should be chosen with the fol- 
lowing qualifications in mind. ‘they should be friendly and cordial. 
As they go from home to home they will encounter suspicion and re- 
ticence and they must be able to overcome this so that the necessary 
data may be secured. ‘They must be open minded, with an interest in 
the facts as they are. Under no circwnstances should their own at- 
titudes or opinions be allowed to enter into any data secured. A 
canvasser must be critical. Human beings are prone to exaggerate 
and many statements will bear this mark. One must learn to evaluate 
testimony and check it with that of others, thus arriving at the 


approximate actual facts. Another qualification is that of accuracy. 
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He must be precise in his use of terms and written comments. No 
slip should appear in his record of data. Along with this should 
go alertness, One without this qualification might miss many 
valuable facts. Often a chance remark will open hitherto unknown 
chamels for the interviewer and skillful questioning will give a 
better understanding. A skillful surveyor will be alert for such 
remarks and ready to follow them up. A final, but none the less 
important, qualification is sympathy with the attitudes and ex- 
perience of the people. One who is unsympathetic with rural people 
is in danger of underevaluating the results of his work. ‘this 
must be guarded cece People having these qualifications can 
be recruited out of the leaders of the Church and community at 
large. Such a worthwhile project will call forth the best leader- 
ship of the community and may be the means of enlisting them in 


work in the Church when the survey is completed. 


It is well, at this point, to sound a note of warning 
to surveyors. This work requires much tact and common sense, 
Rural people are conservative and the surveyor must assure them that 
their answers are confidential, especially in financial matters. 
Antagonisms and neighborhood jealousies, such as carrying gossip 
from house to house in the collection of the data, must be avoided. 
Information secured must be told to no one, either during the survey 
or after. Im publication personal factors must be distinguished 
Ime above qualifications are taken from Brumer: Surveying Your Com- 
munity - p.24, 25. This is an excellent handbook for those contem- 


plating a survey mda careful reading will well repay one's efforts 
in the valuable suggestions and helps given. 
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from the social. Certain facts can be told without resentment, e.g. 
the number of children in a certain district, or the number of silos. 
Unless the surveyor realizes the responsibility of the task at hand, 
he, or she, has no moral, or other, right to do the work. Done right- 
ly the survey is of great importance to community welfare; done poor- 


ly or indiscretely and it may result in great harm. 


Out of the results of the survey the Church must build a 
program which will meet and remedy the comnunity needs. While it 
is dangerous to offer suggestions for a program, I venture to sug- 
gest the Par Standards for the Rural Church which feels the need of 
striving for a goal, yet is not sure what may be striven for. Some 
things are doubtless already achieved but many will not be. Of course, 
they cannot be had in a years time, all of the, but therein lies the 
value of the Par Standards. ‘They offer the basis for a constructive 


and progressive program for a number of years in advance. 


We have seen how villages have become overchurched and how 
problems have arisen which hinder the progress of the Church. We 
have also noted how village md town churches have lost sight of 
the marginal people and consequently fail to minister to them, At 
the present time church leaders, and many in the local churches, 
are awakening to the fact that something must be done to reach these 
people and preserve them for the Kingdom of God. What is the method 


we must adopt in order to perform this supremely important task? 


1 
See Appendix B, for an outline of the Par Standards. 
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The boundaries of the neighborhood and commmnity are wid- 
er than ever before. Formerly it was limited to a certain geograph- 
ical area containing those familes in comparatively close contact 
with each other. Now, by means of improved transportation the con- 
munity has burst the limitations of mere geographical areas ani has 
pressed beyond them into what are known as service areas. That is, 
the area served by the center to which the inhabitants of that area 


usually turn for their needs. 


Tnese service areas should teach the Church something. The 
area served by any public service, e.2. telephone, mail routes, schools, 
etc. is the area which can be most efficiently served from a given 
center. The Church should consider this. Is its service to be con- 
fired merely to the center or is it to move out into the surrounding 


country in its effort to accomplish the most? 


It seems to me that the only satisfactory way of serving 
the marginal peoples is by means of the Larger Parish Plan. This 
Plan is one that specializes in ministering to the people of a large 
area with the obligation to serve everyone living therein. In 
reality it is the old circuit rider plan brought up to date with 
new equipment and greater usefulness. When it is adopted by a giv- 
en field the minister feels olbigated to serve one church and @ par=- 
ticular people. He is also filled with a passion to serve larger 


areas. He becomes & community builder, a local statesman ami a rur- 


al engineer, as well as 4 preacher. 


1 
Dara: Larger Parish Plan (Country Life Bulletin #2). p. 5. 
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The Larger Parish Plan would not work in thickly settled 
regions where the churches would not unite. It is not intended for 
such conditions. It is adapted to a widely scattered propulation 
where one church, through its branches md staff can serve an area 
large emough so that all familes can contribute to the support of 


& larger end more efficient organization. 


Naturally, in determining an to be served, it must be 
selected with the view of serving the area with the greatest ef- 
ficiency. Different factors enter into determination of the limits 
of the area. One of the first considerations should be that of the 
topography. A unit limited by topographical conditions would likely 
be more unified and easily served. Yet the Plan is intended to 
serve thee isolated by these very conditions. Thus it must not be 
a hard and fast rule that the area is limited by the topography of 
the land. Distances and roads have their influence. ‘he coming of 
better roads and the auto has served to draw areas together and dis- 
tances which formerly were prohibitory are now travelled as part of 
the day's work. Yet in some places the houses are so scattered that 
there are no churches or schools. ‘hey only way of ministering to 
them is to go to each home for religious services and instruction, 
The easiest area to serve is probably the trade area. People who go 
to one center for trading are the most likely to be unified and have 
sijilar interests ad most easily served by the Larger Parish. Areas 
of similar faith are also easy to serve. ‘he interdenominational 


Larger Parish is a recent development and is one of the most hopeful 
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trends in the Rural Church. Denominational headquarters are re~- 
porting that churches are becoming more and more concerned in co= 
operation in a given field. Such a development will eliminate the 
waste of previous years. The wisest way to build up a Larger Par- 
ish Area is gradually to add to its extent and services. One should 
begin at the center and move out. As time shows its worth larger 


areas and more churches can be Perot te 


As to the organization and program of the Larger Parish, 
it can be most clearly shown by the following diagram. ‘the program 
is self explanatory for as can be seen, the program of each division 


is fiven | (See next page) 


oo 


a 2s 
1 

Dana, Mie: The Larger Parish Plan (Country Life Bulleting#2) p. 6, 7 
2 Ibid pe. 9. 
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THE COMMUNITY 
INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, NEIGHBORHOODS, TOWNS, TRADE AREAS 


LARGER PARISH COUNCIL 


he 
COOPERATING DISTRICTS 


COOPERATING CHURCHES 


STAFF 
Minister of Worship 
Minister of Parish Activities 


Minister of Education 


ee i Se EE 
WORSHIP COMMITTER EDUCATION COMMITTEE PARISH ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE 


Minister and in- ; Minister and in= 
terested laymen ! terested laymen 


Minister and in- 
terested laymen 


Regular Church 
Sunday School 
Midweek Services 


Family Altar 
SPECIAL SEASONS MOTION PICTURES 
Christmas and 
Easter CONFERENCES AND COMMUNITY SINGING 
SCHOOLS FARM SOCIALS 


OOPERATION WITH SECU- SCHOOL FLAY PERIODS 


Consecrations | 
LAR SCHOOLS TO PRO=- CARNIVALS 


PASTORAL SERVICES 


Systematic and 
Primary VIDE ACTUAL CHRIS- ORGANIZED ATHLETICS 
DEPUTATION TEAMS TIAN EDUCATION AMPS 
Coming in or loc- \DULT EDUCATION EADERSHIP CLASS 


OMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT OMMUNITY STUDIES 


pists 


al going out 
MISSIONS 
PASTOR'S CLASSES 


OBJECTIVE: An increasingly better economic, social and spir- 
itual community life. 
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The principle of the Larger Parish Plan is that it does 
things with folks rather than for them. It is a representative 
partnership, giving the people an opportunity to manage community 
affairs. Such a method promotes the "we" feeling and gives a "felt" 
ownership. These elements are highly desirable in a rural community. 
Another thing, it promotes team play in religion. Selfish interests 
will be forgotten. Unjust feelings and jealousies between neighbor- 
hoods, town and country will tend to vanish. Instead everyone will 
be concerned with performing a common Christian task. It will be a 
religion concerned with every phase of community life, commanding res- 
pect, winning support, and attracting a stronger following with each 
progressive step. Thus it will interest those whom the older Church 


program did not interest. 


Before the Larger Parish can be a success in any section 
three elements must exist. First is the ability and disposition of 
the pastor. If he is willing to move out from his central location, 
seeking to serve all the people within a ten mile radius, studying 
their needs and serving everyone, the work of the Larger Parish will 
grow. Then there is the financial consideration. There must be the 
means to make a wider work possible. As a rule people in outlying 
areas are reluctant to contribute a work which is centered in one 
particular location. A better procedure is to enlist the financial 


support of the peoplein the centers by convincing them of the need 


L 
A very complete, yet brief, discussion of the Larger Parish Plan and ' 


its several phases will be found in Danats: The Larger Parish Plan 
(Country Life Bulletin #2) issued by the Town and Country Departments 
of the Congregational Church Extension Boards, 287 4th Ave., New York, 
NoYe c 
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of the outlying districts, When the outside people see that those 
of the center are willing to work with them, sending them a religious 
and social program rather than asking them to come to the center for 


everything, they will be more ready to help financially. 


Lastly, and this has been touched on, the minister must 
arouse the interest of the village and townspeople in these areas. 
Not alone in finmcial matters, but in the matter of volunteer lead- 
ership as well. The villages and towns offer a nucleus for organi- 


I 
zation and leadership and thus may have a wider field of service. 


Instead of blaming the last pastor for the closing of an 
open country church it would be more Christian to bring such under 
a Larger Parish with a strong religious organization at some commun- 
ity, with a resident pastor and one or two assistant pastors to work 
the outlying territory. The plan could be adopted as a denominational 
policy and the people would advance a long step forward. How much 
more such a policy would be in keeping with the spirit of Jesus. 


Let me quote Brunner in this connection. 


"Even today, when no official pronouncement has been 
made, it is only fear that holds back many a denomination- 
al official from attempting just this thing in known terri- 
tory -- in the last analysis, fear of the year book. God 
pity his Chureh$ Imagine Jesus afraid of a year book, im- 
agine Him regarding a statistical loss over against a spir- 


itual gaint® 


Strong words these, but they drive straight through the heart d the 


problem. The crying need is for spiritual gain and if it means loss 


of churches to some denomination then let us have ite 


a reeeninshsaenniaheeere batterie teen taken sninwiomastiannricbioteal 
Peri gone The Farmer*s Church. pe 242-246. 
& The Church and the Agricultural Crisis. pe. 40. 
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In the country there is a great need that directed rec- 
reation have as its goal the socialization of the community, not 
only in play, but in other activities as well. Play is probably the 
greatest force in existence for breaking dowm social barriers such 
as individualism, prejudices and jealousies, and putting in their 
place a spirit of team play, cooperation, helpfulness and understand- 
ing. Thus we see the need of recreational program, wisely directed, 


to draw country people together. 


What is recreation? A great many different ideas exist 
as to what recreation truly is. Recreation is any activity, wheth- 
er mental of physical, which affords us harmless, yet fruitful, en= 


joyment of our leisure hours. 


A good many people, looking at the active life of the farn~ 
er during the growing and harvesting seasons, believe that the farmer 
needs no recreation, that his life is active mough. However, farmers 
need it most of all. Not vohysical recreation always, but social and 
mental activities. They need to take care of both sides of their be- 
ings. They must be mentally alert and socially minded as well as 
physically able to perform their work. During the busy seasons of 
planting, cultivating and harvesting their work is never done, but in 
the winter months, when there are only chores to be done, the men 


folk have liesure time which might be profitably filled. 


When questioned on the matter, farm men and women expréss a 


craving for social and recreational enjoyment. However, they feel 
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that it cannot be had unless it comes from a professional group, 
such as a chatauqua, road show, movie, etc. ‘hey fail to realize 
that they have the means of much more profitable recreation right 
at hand. There is the school, church, or community center as a 
meeting places; and leadership is usually available in the form of 
the teacher, minister or some other interested person. Home talent 
is usually waiting to be developed and programs which feature such 
talent are always much more enjoyable and really contribute to the 
life of those taking part and to the community as a whole, It 
would not be advisable for some one group to take the lead in every 
event, Everyone should be given a chance, thus a more varied type 


of leadership can be developed. 


Most communities lack adequate equipment for an ideal 
social program. In most cases they think they cannot afford it. 
Really, it is due to a lack of vision. Adequate recreational equip- 
ment and supervision costs less than the money expended in seeking 
it in distant places. More money is spent in going to distant 
places for entertainment and social life than it would cost to pro- 
vide a community center at home, adequately equip it and supervise 
its activities. Furthermore, we must look at the moral side of it. 
The moral cost of finding recreation beyond the limits of the local 


community is incalculable. 


The difficulty in raising sufficient funds will be greatly 
lessened if these values can be visualized in their proper perspec- 


tives. Public opinion often wonders at the presence of evil, the 
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ugly rumors that come in from the outside concerning the conduct 
of their young people in other places and so on; but it does not 
always consider the causes - a lack of proper recreational equip= 


ment to offset the conditions. 


Often a certain amount of equipment is available but if 
any program approximating adequacy is attempted it soon becomes 
evident that overcrowding is handicapping the program. This is the 
best argument for expansion and new equipment, Let the program 
grow beyond the facilities and do it with gladness, Doing this 
will crystallize public opinion in favor of more facilities. The 
leaders must emphasize greater use of lawns, river banks, large 
barns, groves ad homes for entertainment and social programs. 
There is a wholesome spirit about such places if properly conducted 
programs are furnished. If we can conserve the lives of our young 
people through recreational activities no expense is too great to 


fulfill it. 


There are some communities which are so conscious of 
the need of adequate social life that the different organizations 
and clubs camot find enough nights to carry on this social program. 
This gives rise to petty jealousies which are often unnecessary. 
It is evident that there is a need of greater cooperation in work- 
ing out a community recreation program. ‘The different organizations 
should wite in a common program and the Church should work with all 


that seek to develop the community life. This will strengthen the 


1 
program and religion. 


—=_ 


Roadman, E. Ae: The Country Church and its Program. pe 107 
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Rather than competing for vacant evenings for their sev- 
eral programs it would be much better if the leaders of the insti- 
tutions and organizations concerned would get together and wak out 
the aims, goals, and methods for community recreation, and then 
cooperate in carrying them out. No group or section should be left 
out; all should have equal opportunity to present their programs. 
If one group says that it camot work with another it must be re- 
minded that its children go to the same school as the children of 
the other group, and eventually some will intermarry. ‘They all 
live in the same community and must seek common ideals and points 
of agreement. ‘he only way out is by the fullest cooperation be- 
tween all the groups within the community boundaries. It can be 


done and is being done in many communities. 


Although communities may look to the different institu- 
tions to provide recreation, a grave danger threatens the community 
if recreation becomes institutionalized; if it is thought necessary 
to find amusement in community institutions rather than at home. 

The play life of the child in the country should be largely at home. 
There is no substitute for home supervision and guidance. Within 
the realm of home recreation may be included parties, special 


celebrations, and neighborhood events. 


"It is a sad commentary on the home life when child- 
ren associate good times solely with going somewhere" 


The Church has a great responsibility here. 1t must recognize the 


primary importance of the home. The Church can make a great con= 


es 
1 


Roadman: The Country Church and its Program. p. 108. 
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tribution to community life by creating larger unity within the 
home by standing ready to assist in any way, thehome to plan its 
recreation program. When the Church does this it is unifying 

the one social unit upon which it can draw in the future for 
workers. This is one of the most important things the Church can 


do in promoting the recreational life of the camunity. 


As the Church goes about formulating a community reere- 
ation program there are some factors that must be taken into con- 
sideration in order that it be adequate. if there is no neighbor- 
hood center the Church must furnish the facilities. it is not 
at all amiss that the clubs discussing the serious side of agricul- 
ture and household arts, debating societies, etc., meet in the 
Church. Singing societies, drama clubs, lectures on helpful topics 
are important and well established aids to community pleasure and 
advancement, and should certainly find a place in the Church pro- 
gram. ‘then the Church must consider special day festivals. ‘these 
can be observed with pageantry, upon which the whole neighborhood 
and community should unite for a worthwhile good time. ‘he Church 
can also be of great help in providing outdoor fun for old and 
young. This can be in the form of community or Sunday School pic- 
nics, camping trips for various groups, nature study classes, and 
water sports. in every community there will be found those non- 
commercial clubs in agriculture and the household arts that will 
bring young people together and encourage better farming and liv- 
ing. While theChurch will not promote these programs it can lend 
its whole hearted support to any of them because it knows that as 


farming methods and living conditions improve the young people will 


7 
- fo — 
7 7 : : 


» 8d alibi itine. 4 = ss itaoie wets nena at ms 
aes cee ea ron Wan cee 
es abe OES aA GHD Aerwidd watt est ans 

mBD ota od et Waist ano. z! donde neg than Letcos. gue off | 
sao sont a8t Saat taadsocss son ast 20 me aL a semaapw 
SeinRDe et to TIT Laootteonset aft yadtouom a2 ob i 


_ 


i 


etre iG ixumoo 6 gkrisGwrwd tiode eeog dowd) adt of 

raat ars ad tem tds Giodoat noe ase onedé watao mg noite. 
| Ftd it tex on-ef Stitt +1 sdespobe of #f jad? xebt0 ot no tte te 
a “gost ‘ebetiifioat add dein’ ttm dowd of? Yermen Booed - 


ah 


ite 
a ‘sia ase gate ykeligieos gnhiadeh yetus bfoieasod bam oust 
god Litter Woisewieds .kdvio auew ,eabtefoos sutacl® ,dezwdd) 
Dis enessbig ysiamees of ehta Bedetidatne Lfow doe ¢madregal ete 
es os tistedis» bivoda bua ,tneaponayhe — 

SRE AN, intone: sabe coum seen 8 gs may 
felon selodw dt oid] segs aWthwogeg aviv bevisado. ed nap © 
Oa yiede Lee eLidvditron s wt o¢tay Sivode yttnemato Baa — 
: boy Sia. te7, Nel “soohtuo Bkibivosg at aie tnsiy to od re 
PGR SAARI Se Aiea Se 00}, wit 0} we ALAR oboe 
Buse ptvtanig yoote otrtac .Squ0sg supixer coh, eqité ‘soiqnan ole 
“aoe meade Endet ¢ Lit sxedlv Wittinaos Yteve mi aetsoge Sa ; 
Diie tat? déxe Mosescot ef@-ba9 ewtiveixya ‘ni adele islozensge : 
vit feta grtisut daveut oguinvons Bing nodéepod olgond gwoy BArae 4 
not nab ti ansryomm gnarl? etewory doa Clie Soiled oltity spat 
: an Sat ene 22, scot a Pn Ae ae 

Mears 
{ite sigasy guey sid evoupe? semitthaes witved das em BA 


+ . ual 
> see) ony va 


i 


aga To 6 abse guphwe sit galeaccath seule edt fad veins fle te 


a 


57. 


become more contented and the Church will be assured of vital 
leaders and members in the future. Furthermore, the religious 
faith and living of these young people will be enriched by show= 
ing them that religion is bound up in life in every phase. If 

the Church does not promote them itself as a part of its program, 
it can cooperate with the leaders of such organizations as the 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and the like. In the 
field of athletics the Church can take the lead, promoting whole~ 
some and healthy athletic contests and leagues. Such a program 
begins with the local playground and extends into a county system, 
planned to encourage physical fitness and good times for all boys, 
girls, young people and adults, rather than the success of a few 
after unlimited competition. ‘his is but a brief suggestive state- 
ment of the possible fields open to the Church with a recreational 


program which is community centered. 


Plans for social occasions should begin days in advance 
in order that the program might be adequate. A haphazard and poor- 
ly planned social program is doomed from the start. Not only this 
but the poor impression it makes may cause loss of influence upon 
the part of the Church. ‘There is no reason why this should happen 
for there are many books on the subject, offering many fine sugges- 
tions which will give the group an evening of wholesome fun and 


good companionship. These books can be had from nearly any publish- 
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ing uaxuaie No better opportwmity for developing the local leader- 
Ship is offered than in planning the recreational programs. Young 
people enjoy the work, often volunteering to assist in programs for 
younger children. Leadership in play is as native to many as play 
itself. Wise leaders in the Church will consider the training of 
leaders in recreation as one of their responsibilities. To do this 
leadership conferences and training schools should be held in every 


community. 


Any Church which plans recreation for the whole community 
will find it well to formulate certain aims and goals to be striven 
for in every program. ‘The following are a few suggested goals and | 
aims, adaptable, of course, to local needs. ‘they should be definite 
and workable principles. Regular play days for the whole community 
should be planned. It is not too much to ask that weekly half holi- 
days from store and farm be maintained in order that the whole com- 
munity have the opportunity to enter into the program. ‘This is not 
impossible for experience shows that helpers work better when they 


2 
have a half holiday to look forward to. 


More liesure requires more supervision. This must include 


Sos See ee Se 


* A few suggested books are given here: 


Riesner, C.F.: Social Plans for Young People. Abingden Press,$1.50; 
"Handy", Church Recreation Service, 510 Wellington Ave., Chicago,1ll., 
about $2.25; "Phe Kit", supply by the same address as "Handy", comes 

in pamphlet form, a year’s membership costing $2.50.3; Moxay,M.E.: 
Leadership for Girls Activities, Methodist Book Concern, San Francisco, 
$60. @his is more on the training for leadership. Davies,J.W.F.: Out 

of Doors with Youth, Univ. of Chicago Press, $1.50; fliller, C.Aes Stunt 
Night fonight, Doubleday Doran, Garden City, N.Y. $1.50; Rohrbough, K.P: 
Successful Stunts, Richard Smith, Inc., New York, (1.50. 


z Roadman: The Country Church and its Program. De 109 
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the planning of a complete schedule of intercommunity events. ‘This 
will bring communites together and broaden acquaintance, eliminating 
jJealousies and barriers, which may have been erected. It might be 
advisable that competitive programs be avoided as much as possible, 
at least at first, lest any barriers, misunderstandings and so on be 
more intensified. Inter-community cooperation and fellowship is the 


objective to be striven for. 


Another aim of the Church should be the discovery and devel- 
opment of leadership and talent within the play and social circles. 
This should be emphasized more. The community activities of music, 
drama, etc., are the best means of such development in the various 
activities. ‘the social sin of the age is the waste of human powers 
through a lack of development and the Church will render untold ser- 
vice by calling out and developing all talent. More community enter- 
tainment should be given by home talent. ‘the local children's day, 
in the Chatauqua, when the local children furnish the entertainment, 
is the most popular of all and shows what real pleasure can be de~ 


rived from local talent. 


It is not always possible to get a good class of profession- 
al entertainment and the country must draw upon its own resources, 
developing its own opportunities to satisfy the social craving. While 
it cannot develop a standard as high as the professional entertainer, 
it can get far more benefit from its own contribution. ‘the tendency 


to rely upon imported professionals for all entertainment is a mark 


of social deterioration and the Church will do well to bring rural 
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people back to a better appreciation of what people can do for them- 


1 
selves. 


I have emphasized this matter of recreation and social life, 
not because the country has not had any life of this kind, but because 
there is such a crying need for socialized and cooperative recreation. 
If the Church is to be a socializing institution it must assume lead- 


ership in the matter of community recreation. 


I have spoken of "socialization" and community cooperation 
as being essential if any adequate community program is to be formu- 
lated and carried on with any degree of success. When we consider the 
individualism, suspicion, and lack of cooperation which are found in 
the average community; and the poverty of community life resultant 
from these attitudes we say with a good deal of emphasis that some 
tua Gita on or group must undertake the task of socializing the com 


munitye If none other does, why not the Church? 


By socialization I mean the process whereby a group of rural 
people living in a territorial area become really acquainted with one 
another and learn to work together for the good of the community. 

It is the creation of a "we" feeling among people. Because of the 
background and heritage of rural people it is necessary to carry on 
an educational program before any real progress can be made in bring=- 
ing about any degree of socialization. ‘the educational process will 
embody three progressive elements, the third being the desired end. 


Mere will be the consciousness of a needs We must first bring to the 


Grover, E.Re: The Rural Mind ami Social Welfare. p. 174. 
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attention of people the needs which exist, By emphasizing these 
people will at last admit that something should be done. ‘this leads 
to the desire to satisfy the need. As people become aware of what 
exists and what ought to be some will feel the desire to remedy the 
conditions. This sympathy must radiate to the whole group until 

it becomes a part of their thinking. The last element, and the 
goal, is intelligent action to do the things that ought to be done, 
with adaptation to local conditions. When this takes place, people 


have become socialized in their thought and action. 


In order to create the socialized attitude, there must 
be certain necessary ideals. ‘there must be the development of 
like mindedness, as we have just seen. When a diversity of inter- 
ests and opinions exists there cannot be cooperation. ‘the press, 
Schools and churches can do much in breaking down the latter con- 
dition and creating likemindedness. ‘here must also be the ideal 
of human brotherhood, as taught by Christianity... whe Church has 
found that separation from the ideal of brotherhood has been a 
detriment to her influence. When the ideal is upheld by the Church, 
she is powerful. ‘the village as well as the city needs it, es- 
pecially where class distinctions appear. only with a democratic 
spirit can rural life be supreme. Another ideal is cooperation 
for the commond good. Cooperation for social good is still lack- 
ing. ‘the Church, in the socializing process, must promote a com- 
munity spirit and interest, for human needs can be provided for 


most economically in this way. unce people get used to working 
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together they will find life richer and the old class distinctions 


will disappear. 


As a result of the years of pioneering and isolation, when 
men were thrown upon their own resources and had to struggle against 
terrific odds to keep alive, a “balked instinct" has arisen. it was 
& gradual stopping up of life until the isolation of farm life has 
resulted in atrophy. ‘The challenge which comes to the Chureh which 
is awake to its opportunities is that of breaking down this feeling 


and bringing about a community spirit. 


To do this the Church must discover the rural group with 
which the first stens can be taken, for socialization must have a 
group of people. Preferably this group will be small, because the 
members can get together with the greatest ease. the discovery of 
such a group means the careful study of the results of the survey, 
for the survey discovers not only needs, but people aswell. All 
rural people have, or have had, some group of social arrangement. 
There are common interests that appeal to a certain group and this 
has unified them, etc. Consequently their chief characteristic is 
a consciousness of unity, i.e. they have a common social mind, the 
"we" feeling, made up of the body of sentiments and ideas common 


to the group. 


Once this social mind is discovered the Church must de- 


velop it along lines of constructive cooperation. this must be 


1 
Vogt, YeLe: Introduction to rural Sociology. pe 389-391 
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done through education. The steps in this education are the same 

as in the socializing process, in fact they work together. It must 
be done by bringing in social suggestions of what other groups are 
doing; by presenting these ideas in such away that it will result 

in a social hunger for something better; then the people must be per=- 
suaded to act on this hunger and work to realize their desire, not 


for the good of one particuler group, but for the community. 


In this discussion of the socialization of the rural com- 
munity one may well ask, "What place has the Church as socializing 
agency?" After all this is a new conception of the work of the 
Church. In days past it has been thought of merely as an institu- 
tion ministering to the spiritual needs of people, a place of preach- 
ing, Sunday School and an occasional social function. However, ave 
conception of the nature of the Kingdom of God and the place of re- 
ligion in the life of people has undergone such a change that we see 
. the Church supplying a place of worship but also going into every 
activity of life and subjecting everything to a close study in the 


light of Jesus* teaching and character. 


This intesration of religion in life through a socialized 
program may seem merely a social program but that is only the means 
to the larger end of a community united in its fellowship with God 
and striving to perform its share in the Kingdom building. What, 
then, can the Church do, what ideals can it hold before the community 


as it takes the lead in the socialization of life? 
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1 
In 1924 the American Country Life Association formulated 


a set of ideals for the Country Church which would aid in building 
its program. As a statement of social ideals I believe they are 
most suggestive. 


"We believe that the rural church should lead its com- 
munity in raising all the standards of every phase of life, 
- business, politics, social ideals, etc." 


To the farmer this will means: 


"1. The exercise of careful stewardship of the fertility 
of his soil. This is a moral obligation for the fut- 
ure good of rural society. Exploitation of fertility 
is working a hardship upon future generations. 


2 The practice of ficient and intelligent farming. 
Many farmers today are not taking advantage of the 
scientific methods of greater and better production. 


oe The efficient market of useful goods. The farmer must 
raise and market the things people need and demand. 


4. Preparation of himself for intelligent citizenship. 
It is the duty of everyone to vote and the Church 
should encourage it. 


5. The conscientious exercise of the dutires of good par- 
enthood. As the contacts between city and country in- 
crease so will the danger that prents will surrender 
some of the birthrights of parenthood to certain insti- 
tutions. The Church will do well to insist upon the 
family as the primary unit and endeavor to uphold the 
home as the center of life." 


On the hand, this statement goes on to point out, the con- 
sumer should guarantee the farmer, in the name of a Christian Social 


Order: 


"1, The right of the self determination of the social 
order in his own community. 


2. A recognized place in the goodwill and public 
opinion of the nation. 


——- 


1 
Tese ideals were set forth in a lecture in Agricultural Economics 


by Professor 0. J. Kern, of the University of California. 
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Se An opportunity, through cooperative activity, 
to win a measure of cconomic power. 


4 A system of education taking account of the 
culturel needs of the American farmer. 


5- A political order in which the farmer's vote 
should count for projects vital to his needs. 


6. A system of religious organization adapted to 
the necessities of rural community life." 

In a socialized program of bhp iadan work the Church will 
attempt to create Christian attitudes in the farmers. It will seek 
to develop constructive thinking, on his part, which will help to 
raise moral wales in every phase of activity. In the past, farmers 
have seldom conceived of how they conduct their farms as having any 
moral significance. But show the farmer that what he does now will 
have its influence upon the future, that how he conducts his affairs 
and the ideals he erects, may have untold effect in days to come, 
not only in his own family, but the community as well, and he will 


begin some hard, serious thinking. 


The Church is always interested in Stewardship. It teaches 
its adherents to contribute of their material goods, urging them to 
do so in a true Christian spirit of thanksgiving that they have such 
to give. The Church urges them to serve in the Church program, giv- 
ing of their abilities in ieaicruhin as well. But in all this talk 
of Stewardship how often has the "Stewardship of Soil ." been brought 
home to them? And yet it is of fundamental importance for a starved 
Soil means poor crops, poor crops mean little money, and little 


money means small contributions and a lack of ¢fectivemess on the 
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part of the church. The Church must teach the farmer that there 
is such a thing as "soil salvation", for this has its influence 

on everything in his life = his home am standard of living, md 
his social life. An abundant family, social, and religious life 


depend upon the fertility of the soil. 


This does not mean that a pastor must be a apaciuiyes 
in soil values and producing qualities, fertilizer, crop rotation, 
cultivation, etc., because the farm bureaus and Agricultural Col- 
leges of the state can do that so much better. The thing the 
Church must do is teach the Christian principle of Stewardship, 
the necessity of building up the fertility of the soil as a means 
of securing an abundant life and higher standards for each succes~ 


sive generation. 


The Church can also teach the moral values of marketing 
- honest packing, weight, and grading. The Church cannot afford 
to stand apart from social movements that are the very life of the 
people. Rather it must insist that it be given the opportunity to 
apply Christian principles to them. Cooperatives are a part of a 
social movement among farmers today. What shall the Church do? 
Shall it stand aside and remain silent? No. It should urge that 
people join them and use its influence to make them even more bene~ 
ficial. The Church, in its program of cooperative community effort, 
will identify itself with every social movement which makes for the 


enrichment of life. Not only should it identify itself, it should 
bring them into being, thus becoming more aggressive in its role of 


Christianizing the community. 
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Summing up, the Church must emphasize team play. Unless 
there is community cooperation there can be no suitable moral pro- 
gram. No conmunity can function adequately in isolation. The 
Church then, must discover the ways to bring the community together 
to share in the common task. It can do this by identifying itself 
with every activity of the people and leading them on step by step 
until they are working together, not simply because their ideals 
are for the good of the community, but because they are Christian. 
This, then, is the work of the Church in the socializing process 


and work of the community. 


This Socializing process, and the creation of new efforts 
on the part of the people in a cooperative mammer will inevitably 
result in committees and groups to carry on the work. As time passes 
the Church is apt to find herself overburdened with these organiza- 
tions and unable to move on into the new fields that may open. Hence, 
such organizations will have to come under community auspices. But 
the danger lies in the fact that there is apt to be lost motion and 
@ lack of common effort. Each is apt to feel it is working alone 
and will fail to understand the work and accomplishments of the oth- 


. ers. There comes to us the need of community arganization. 


In organizing a community to serve the needs there is the 
danger that people will want to organize too much. The result will 
be an overabundance of organizations having little social value be- 


cause of their duplication of effort. They will spend their time 


in making the wheels go but will accomplish little. The community 
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which has within it several groups performing definite tasks in 
community welfare will feel the need of a central organization 


which may integrate the work of all. 


A few practical Saceestions” concerning procedure in 
laying the groundwork for community organization will not be amiss. 
One thing is to avoid too much publicity before hand. It is better 
to act quietly and use the publicity to show what has been accom 
plished. Another thing, let the original group who make the plans 
be @ small one of really interested people. This group can talk 
things over quietly. One must guard against one or two doing all 
the talking. Of course, there is always the danger that such a 
discussion will breed intolerance but the danger must be risked 
and discussion carried on if there is to be any progress. No propo- 
sition must ever be "railroaded" through. It must be held up for 
criticism and discussion. Only after stich criticism and remolding 
do we have the expression of the community mind. There should be 
advance planning for the meeting to avoid aimlessness, but not with 
the intention of pushing through any proposal without discussion” 
by all. After all the groundwork comes the public meeting when the 
plans are made public and further discussion and criticism are car- 
ried on. When the plans are approved by the community we have an 
expression of its will and are then ready to go forward with what- 


ever plan, or form, of community organization which will meet the 


needs. 


For purposes of illustration I have appended schematic 
Ce i Re ee 
1 ; : 
These are the suggestions given by Prof. 0. J. Kern in Agricultur- 
al Economics in the University of California. 
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diagrams of two different community organizations. These are given 

by Professor Kern of the University of California as been suggestive. 
The first form is that of the Community Club. This form is essentially 
democratic. Every member has a voice in the discussion of any problem. 
It is best adapted to the small community which has little organiza- 
tion. The other form is best adapted to the small city or large rur- 
al community which is organized and needs a strong central organization 
to centralize community activities. This form is not purely a demo= 
cractic one, rather it is a democracy by representation. ‘he indi- 
viduals in the various groups or organizations are represented by 
delegate in the Community ET There is not space here to de=- 
vote to a full discussion of these two forms hence, the two diagrams 
must suffice. The accompanying constitutions will also serve to 

make clear the different functions and the organization of each. I 
have simply given the distinguishing factor concerning representation 


in each form. 


In every community we find clubs for both men and women. 
These clubs are either social or they may have some phase of the com- 


munity program as their function. 


Probably the most common is the men's club. In them rela~ 
tions are usually democratic and have as members the best men of the 
community. Such organizations should continue to be social, having 
an amusement program on a high level which gives relief from the 


duties of the day. ‘hey can probably contribute most to the comnunity 
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welfare in this way. <A form of organization fa men which ean be 

of great help in many matters is the men's club in the Church. Such 
& club can supply leaders for the recreational and social program, 
assist in the work of the Church School and a number of other ways. 
Little is know concerning theeffectiveness of ments Church organiza~ 
tions because they have not been tried. However, the Church which 
values the backing of the men and recognizes their power in the ad- 


ministration will make every effort to furnish such an organization. 


The Church should naturally be intergeted in these Com- 
munity farmer's organizations and will give its hearty support in 
order that their programs might be Christian. This is a part of 
the Church's task as a socializing agency. If the Church has done 
its work well and has permeated the clubs with the Christian spirit 
we will see this expressed in a number of ways. the farmer's club 
that is Christian should ask for fair play, not special privelege, 
as has been common, in their demand for equality. ‘they must avoid 
getting things because they are to their own advantage only. ‘oo 
often such things are obtained at the disadvantage of others. such 
a club should cultivate sympathy for other groups, especially for 
organized labor, which Gacaane do not understand, because they have 
not had the problems, and consequently blame for the higher prices. 
They need to understand the merchants, bankers, and others and con- 
sider their interests as well. ‘he organizations should strees the 
maximum efficiency of all farmers. By reducing competition and pro- 


moting produce which has a steady demand this efficiency will be 


produced. ‘fhe club should mobilize sentiment on behalf of the great- 
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est national good. It is a Christian obligation and duty to lead 
the entire group to working for the good of the entire country. 
Lastly, a Christian spirited organization must avoid class con- 
sciousness end prejudices which, in the past, have prevented co- 


operation and work for the community and nation as a whole. 


When we come to the mtter of women's clubs in the rural 
community we find that little has been done as a whole, and more 
should be donee Formerly, the farm woman has been confined to the 
home with little opportunity for social life. ‘his has been due to 
tradition which said she should stay at home, and to conditions of 
labor which required all ler efforts to do the daily work. In re= 
cent years, through changing social conditions and concepts, and 
improvements in home equipment which ease woman's labor, her status 
has greatly changed. Modern influences tend to lessen the home in- 
fluence on children and women, if they are to fulfill their obliga- 
tion and exert the influence necessary, must broaden their knowledge. 
Such knowledge must cover all the fields of the activities of young 
people. Also, they should take an interest in the social and polit- 


ical conditions to secure the best conditions for their children. 


These things can best be learned in a Club which, as a 
group, studies and considers those things they feel are desirable, 
Such a club, properly organized, can lift the moral tone of the vil- 
lage, and make a real contribution to the community welfare in all 
its phases. Many women's clubs have a fine record along such lines, 


Women take more interest in commmity affairs and needs, when bound 
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by loyalty to a club, and in most cases are the main influence which 
brings changes for the better. In the past about the only women's 
Societies have been the Ladies Aid and the Missi onary Society. While 
these are of great value to the local Church, their influence des 

not extend into the community. ‘The Church should not discourage these 
two societies, but in addition should lend its support to outside 
women's organizations which are endeavoring to make the comnunity 


life better and more Christian. 


Therefore, in all community organization, in all ments and 
women's clubs, the general purpose should be to socialize the people. 
The most valuable citizens are the social minded. Close personal 
relationships breed fairness of treatment and a sympathetic spirit 
and mutual appreciation which gives meaning to life. Much remains 
to be done along this line in the future and all must work for it, 
the Church not simply tagging along, but aggressively and construc- 


tively leading the community. 


A problem which vitally affects the Church and the effective- 
ness of any program it might seek to promote, is the economic prob- 
lem. ‘he Church which would enter more completely and intimately 
into the comnunity life will become familiar with these problems. 

It will encourage better farming and crops, cooperative marketing 
and buying, etc. It will do everything possible to make the econom- 


ic life a more stable one. 


The community which has become socialized in its activities 
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will soon turn its attention to production. Probably this will be 
one of the talking points as the socialized program is presented, 
and will be one of the first problems attacked. It should be a con- 
munity idea of production. By this I mean that the farmers of a 
given locality should be encouraged to turn their attention to the 
crops for which their locality is best fitted and grow nothing else, 
except such necessities as are the community's ami their own. Fur- 
thermore, they should grow these things with the idea of producing 

@ uniform quality which is the best. This will bring about a bet- 
ter adaptation of the land to crops, improve the methods of agricul- 


ture and promote the common ends of agriculture. 


This community method of production and cooperation will 
have certain results. It will result in the use of the best farm 
methods in the whole community. In a community where the farmers 
realize they are specializing in a certain form of production, if 
a farmer thinks he is falling behind he will attempt greater ef- 
ficiency, and every farmer doing this will raise the entire level 
ef efficiency. A result of community cooperation and greater ef- 
ficiency in mthod a farmer will select the best seed only because 
the whole community is striving for the best alone. In the use of 
farm machinery there is a great opportunity for community coopera- 
tion. Modern farm machinery is much more efficient than the old 
om it will be possible for the community to ow a certain am= 
ount of such machinery, hiring a man to do the ploughing, thresh- 
ing, etc. This may sound Utopian but in certain places it has ac- 


tually been worked eon Electric power is the great need of the 


lputterfield, K. Le: The Farmer and the New Day. pe 147-151 
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farm, yet if farmers act individually they will experience great 
difficulty in getting cheap electricity. As a group they might 
produce their own power, although in most cases this is not advis- 
ables; but they certainly could make better contracts with the power 
companies than as individuals. These are only a few of the results 
to show what is meant by cooperation in production. Many others will 


also srise. 


However, all this community cooperation in production will 
not improve things much if the farmers do not get a good price for 
their produce. ‘then there is the necessity of the comunity idea 
in distribution. Farmers are learning the necessity of coliective 
bargaining and marketing. ‘To facilitate this we have the cooperative 
Which acts as a central clearing house for the produce of the com 


munity e 


Efficiency in marketing the product requires standardiza- 
tion, through the use of the best varieties, scientific grading, 
etc. A comnunity trademark which is used on all standard products 
will designate them as such. ‘there is always a more ready market 
for goods that are of a know quality than for those which make no 


effort to standardize. 


Collective bargaining for prices is much more effective 
than individual effort. One seller cannot deal with a buyer as ef- 
fectively as a community with a standard product. The farmer is en- 


titled to better prices than he has received in the past and the co= 
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operative marketing system will enable him to get them. It is to 
be understood that the Church is not interested in this matter 
simply for the sake of money, in fact, tmt is the last thing it 
should euiplieis two as supremely desirable. It is interested to the 
extent that when a man has an income sufficient to give him the 
necessities and comforts of life he will be more friendly toward 
a Church which attempts to aid in the solution of his problems. 


Such financial return is in accordance with the Christian view. 


What shall we say, then, about Christianizing agricul- 
tural cooperation. As we have just noticed, cooperation and the 
Square deal with value received for produce, is Christian. Chris- 
tianizing the agricultural program means that farmers will make 
their own desires subservient to the welfare of the group, and 
farmers are beginning to see the necessity of this. This is prob- 
ably the most effective way of bringing the Christian spirit into 
agriculture. The merit in cooperation, from the moral point of 
fiew, is that it balances the spitetinsdi dat and social interest. 

It helps the individual to see that his efforts are of even great~ 

er significance when they are expended for the good of the group 

than when they are devoted to selfish interests only. This is the 

aim of the Christian program. Thus cooperation will help in life's 
struggle and make it more bearable, the community better and will build a 


real brotherhood within the community. 


Let me close this section on the Church's interest in 


the agricultural problem by a word concerning the place of the 


preacher in all this. He should still be a leader though there are 
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others well educated along other lines, As the moral and spiritual 
leader, he should preach practical rightiousness both personal and 
collective. fo do this he must have the vision to interpret life 

in terms of character and spirit. Im order to preach in this manner 
he must have some knowledge of the problems to be dealt with in every 
day living. Also his education should include something of the funda- 
mental problems in agriculture. Only thus can he know if he is pro=- 
ceeding aright and giving a true interpretation to life in the light 
of its problems. Only by so doing will he be the respected leader 


he has the right to be. 


The Church which will serve its community most efficiently 
must create for itself a sound financial policy. This means that 
the Rural Church must change its ideals to finances. ‘The smallness 
of contributions in the past has been due to extreme individualism 
and isolation. However, in these days the country people are as well 
able to give in proportion to their means as are their city brethern. 
The lack of willingness on the part of farmers to adequately support 
the Church financially has led to all kinds of schemes, often more 
expensive than they are worth, to meet the obligations. It has also 
resulted in a poorly conducted program which lacks the challenge 


necessary to attract the leaders of society. 


The first step in reforming the financial administration 
is to secure definite recognition on the part of the people of the 
worthwhileness of the program the Church is promoting. If there be 
any doubt as to its effectiveness then the Church should use every 


effort to formulate a program that will meet the community needs. 
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When a worthwhile program is given the community there is little 


difficulty in securing adequate financial support. 


After the value of the service is admitted some system 
whereby the people can be regular in their contributions and the 
burden of the work distributed according to their ability. To sup- 
ply this need the most efficient system is the budget and duplex 
envelope system used in so many churches. The introduction of this 


method will work wonders in the church that seriously undertakes it. 


A further expression of the socialization of a Church and 
community is in the amount given toward the support of foreign mis- 
Sions. It is surprising how contributions to this cavse will in- 
crease when the local program is one which challenges and appeals 
to people as worthwhile. The people will be challenged to contri- 
bute as their share in giving to others some of what they have re 
ceived. Thus their social mind will not be confined to the local 
community but will contain a world wide outlook. The test of thriv- 
ing and efficient Church lies in this activity and a Church alive 
to local needs, under the leadership of a wise pastor, will be 


awake to world needs and will respond to the call. 


In the financial administration of the country church the 
matter of missionary aid is often an important factor. Of course, 
this rests with the denominational boards but wisdom should be used 
in a valid distribution of available funds. in the past, missionary 
aid, as we saw in a previous chapter, has been largely used to main- 


tain competing churches where there has been no moral justification 
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for keeping them alive. Branner* points out that each year 
$3,000,000 goes to churches competing against each other, while 

in rural America one village in six or seven has no church. In 
these needy fields this $3,000,000 could find a rich field. Mis- 
Sionary aid should go to those churches which really need it, which 
are really struggling with the problems of life and are having to 


fight alone. 


When rural churches see that they must change their policy 
concerning financial matters, create a worthy program, adopt an ef- 
ficient method of raising the money, md denominational boards wisely 
administer home mission funds, we will see a marked improvement in 


the financial matters of the local church. 


In this thesis so much responsibility has been placed upon 
the country Church in bringing about the socialization of the com- 
munity and the creation of an edequate community program, that it 
would be entirely amiss to say nothing of the type of man chosen to 


lead the Church in this mighty task. 


Too often, even in these days of higher standards of train- 
ing in all professions, the country pastor has no suitable training. 
Usually, he has no seminary training and quite often lacks a univer=- 
sity or college training. Even if a seminary student desires special 
training for the rural field, except in few seminaries, he cannot 
get it. This is largely due to the fact that in the past the rural 


field has been considered as merely a way station to the city church. 
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fhe Church and the Agricultural Crisis. p. 42. 
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For this reason the average rural pastor has little understanding 
of the proglems and peculiarities of rural wwk. This is the cause 
of the decline of many rural churches in rich fields, which under 
proper leadership might be thriving and contributing to ths social 


and spiritual life of the community. 


People often think that the city is Saere one finds the 
Superior preachers but there is as great a call for scholarship, 
organizing ability, educational insight and the ability to deeply 
influence people in the rural church as there is in the city. I 
believe that after one has read the pave pages showing the great 
place the Church can fill in the community he will be ready to say 
that only such a man can hope to live up to what is expected of him. 
Pastors trained as specialists In the rural field will bring a new 
day to the country peat 

It is a hopeful thing that today certain seminaries are 
including courses in their curricula on the rural Church as such. 
In addition they are urging prospective rural pastors among uni- 
versity students to prepare themselves in rural sociology, psychol- 
ogy, economics, agricultural problems and so on. We can well an- 
ticipate better days in the future of the rural Church when more 


of these men find themselves churches in their chosen field. 


In addition to his specialized training, the rural past- 


or must possess certain other qualifications. He must be able to 
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Groves, E.R.: The Rural Mind and Social Welfare. p. 167-168. 
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Sense the needs of his community. When certain situations arise he 
will have to know whether to treat them negatively or positively. 

He should know how to construct a program of creative community build- 
ing which will challenge the impulse of youth to do something. If he 
does not he will not reach them and they and the Church will suffer. 
Along this line he should be able to chart community needs to that 
the people can see how they canrelate themselves to the program. 
There is also the challenge coming to him to organize the recreation- 
al life under wholesome supervision. Furthermore, he should be able 
to enlist the cooperation of different groups without friction be- 
tween them. This will mean understanding how to enlist the team work 
of the entire community. The rural pastor must be able to work hard- 
est in the face of discowagement. This is about the hardest thing 
one can do. But he must enlist the support of a group of men who 
will stand by him when all others misunderstand his program and re- 
fuse to help. It is hard work in the face of seeming failure that 
will insure success. Lastly,"the rural minister must keep always in 
mind the other fact that his work is only a part, yet a very import- 
ant part, of the larger task of bringing the Kingdom upon earth, 

and that in serving well in his community he is making himself eli- 


‘ 1 
gible for the larger ranges of responsible service." 


The rural pastor must develop the resources at hand, which 
can be most effectively used in the country community. The rural 


pastor can see the whole life of his people, not a segment alone, as 
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Earp, E. W.: The Rural Church Serving the Community. pe 95,94. I am 
indebted to this book for the above qualifications of the rural mini- 


ster, pe 91 f.f. 
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does the city pastor. Because he lives in such a laboratory of 
psychological, sociollogical, moral, and spiritual comditions he 
should train himself scientifically, in order to understand them. 
Such a scientific attitude will bring him into closer contact with 
the farmer who has similar attitudes. The pastor who thinks in 
terms of cause and effect in the comcrete problems of the comnunity 
places himself in the forefront of moral, social and spiritual ser- 


vice. 


In conclusion, the rural pastor must make a program for 
the future anticipating new conditions and preparing for definite 
changes. He must also have the vision to govern its purposes. ‘The 
program should be influenced more by what is coming into the coun- 


try than by what is already there. 


Perhaps it will seem that I have attached too much im= 
portance to the place of the rural church as a socializing agency 
in the rural community. I concede that many other institutions 
are accomplishing some of those tasks which I have treated in this 
thesis and they are to be thanked for the splendid work they are 
doing. In this type of community the Church will not have to bear 
the whole burden, thus releasing it for other work, although the 
Church can lend any possible support to the programs of these or- 
ganizations which are making country life richer and happier. 1% 
is for the community in which nothing is being done along these 
lines that I would plead. it is in such a place that the Church 


can build for itself a place that is absolutely indispensible ani 


supreme in the community life. 
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By way of conclusion we might say that the place of the 
Church in the canmunity is larger than the mere conduct of worship 
and preaching services, a Sunday School, young people's society 
and prayer meeting. Its work bursts out of these molds and flows 
over into other phases of community life. ‘hese are only @ part 
of the larger task before it. It must realize that everything which 
contributes to human happiness amd welfare contributes to the growing 
spiritual life. Upon recognizing this fact the Church will be led 
into dealing with every condition of human life related to human 
welfare. The Church will support every improvement of economic con- 
ditions. It will encourage better education.and reading. it will 
lead in the conservation of the recreational life of all ages in the 
community. It will lead to the centralization of the home as the 
heart of community life. It will lead to the organization of the 
community which will produce the greatest amount of democracy and 


socialization of all the people of the community. 


While it is doing all this, the Church will not neglect 
to constantly remind the people that these things are being done 
far the name of Him who came that men might have a more abundant 
life. ‘hat is the eis Not a community program for the sake of 
& program or an institution but a program that men might learn to 
live together in harmony and that their lives might be richer, hap- 
pier and mare God like, ‘That is the way to the Kingdom of God and 
the Church which leads along this path is wa thy to be called a 


house of God. 


al a= 


rh 
ect to eosiq odv Jai? we 


¥a a 7 
on notectaese: Yo taw _ 
_ gtdarow to teubres see sibel tiga & Wheres at th souig 
2 a Vetoes e*eigosy punoy ‘qfloosd2 -yadawe ® ,wegivued gaidosetyg all 
) @Wolt ine eblom supdt fo ie stemd srow efi ssaivoon teYewy nak 
 taq e Ute oss tony VOILE veloc t6 seeadz otto otai seve . 
Métid Gitisyreve Yad? vetlaor tate $1 2: s10'ted west swgtel eft Yo 
wo th ad Of BotedtutnbS Stetiow bum eeanigyad manuel of eetudi rises 
oi of {itv dorayst© eg t0e2 ef4d artsiasosst soal roti Laut bite 
Tost betntor etis ‘Abin’ Ye sottibese yseve dé iw gatiesb otat 
ame to Pimiororieut eve Pr oes tote toad) edf aetatiow ; 
es sgstties boa. tet tsaubo spited eyarvoone LIfiw ti ssnoithh ; 
7 
1 
oa 
: 


mais 


if at een aie fo stil Tapoizen sa0 ane to nod seirresson eit at Bact 
aa omod eff to aoldastiestnss sii of one tite 1 .¢ticomeaoo 
itt Ye moldasteasto ofS of bans I6tw 43 ins Gitonmncs to dead 
past wirttons5 20 tasqme deeteets sit gobowy ILhw dobdw yt iasmmos 
pis oe sie to aigoe ot Lie 10 nettaei tatoos 


Me, Poss ity. dares agile eidy Lie gatoh ef dt alidw 


tet esead ats siqoog sit butues Etmete noo ot 
- anbanda oom 2 evar deg hen teem Fatt sai ety wih to oman ext we! 


" : 


% else vile 0%, waten sg oF s toll lias edd wt tact sorts 
et attadl date. Ata. tail? eemjoxg # $i Aplindttent aa to meTQO7g & 
_ oat etedoizs ot dutgint erie Atodd tad ban wromraad ah taiddegoe arse 
“5 fxn $09 0 wopRAM odd oF yaw a: at tact wit Boo ous han sabq 
A boitar of ‘3 oidcnw as bec piu ysole ebeol Holdw dowd edt 


ae 
»bo0 to saved | 
ee eu oe 


ae is ‘ “oe 


PPRNG LORS 


Lé Mame... a4@eeeeve 
5. inp shewing. 


bd. Ocmmmunt vy 
Os Sigkwags 


#. Topography 


&, Drainage. 
6, Soil cces 
ev. Cligntes.; 


&. . ae eeseeiedse 
fa eenvrecaeee ea 


Ge e*8@eeeeceesea 4 @ 


Be (ben 
Be wetie 


3, Sccia! qianges 
fie @€@n@eeaaeeee @ 
bs &e¢6% **. 


OG» #68 @ € 


Re saeceece 


3 Sine of fanily 
" Be Ben of. 


Be Ar ee » eos e@ies ee 


rv «¢ 


wneee Sorw: are thege wor) «i »: 
mmeversity of Californ.s. Davse 


2 The Community Yerr tors 


eee 


Bs Vavgraphical a a oe 


iF, ~» 


@; Homes, cchdvis, who 
o, Commamrity imivetecist Sc Gracs 


ms, GCenetal surface fer. ; 
Bb. Distense of cetier (a tI Ww? 
— ,s APPENDICES 


ss ® 


is Comunity Histery 
iy. Poste abowt gerl¢ 


G« ‘Pecepee ss @e 
* 


2. Reoaenic mange <n 4 Tr 


turing oc 


eée - 


45: Religion en nor he 


e<«tee 


Bit; Community Poorie (<><! ms s 
3. Mame of head of feiss. 
2. Mationslity of feat 
He Babigeseases 
“Ge Foreign: vere, 


° 


so. Berbert ant wiSe,5i)\~- 


rae ty 
Spe i ses; 


al 
res f¢ 


ad ~é.1 eres 


] it iz 1m, 


a a © Ty 


“ALC Gs 


84. 


APPENDIX A, 


RURAL LIFE SURVEY FORiMS. 


These forms are those worked out by the College of Agriculture in the 
University of California, Division of Agricultural Education, 


I. The Community Territory 


ibe NGG ag oS sar vilnis BE 6 OT Bee WHS < OR LW 0 OG ov ved oeen 


Ce AVOCA csecevevecceses 

3. Map showing. 

ae Geographical boundaries 

b. Community center 

Highways 
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Community industries as creamery, etc. 
Topography 

a. General surface featurescsecsccccsecsers 
Distance of center from nearest railway station. .cccccccsoces 
Co Drainage. cesessecsecvess 
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II. Community History 
1. racts about early settlement and growth 
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3. Social changes during growth of community 
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III. Community People (Family as the Unity) 
1. Name of head of familyeccccoesevrveseesers 
2. Nationality of family 
Be Nativeccsccesesessers 
b. Foreign born, nationality..cocceseccsseess 
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Education 


Be 


be 


Ce 


d. 


es 
f. 


No. of members of household that have graduated from gramuar 
school; males.s.s.eefemaleSsessuees 
No. of members of household that have graduated from a high 
school; males..ee..+femalessseesees 
No. of members of household that have graduated from a college 
or university; males. .c.soofomales.ceseees 
No. of children at present attending grammar school; WySeee-s- 
Girls.seces 
No. of youth at present attending a high school; boys..e. girls..o.. 
No. of young people at present attending an institution of 
higher learning; What.cccveceeeMAlGsesecerLfeMAldsecesece 
No. of family who cannot read or write English; male.....female.... 
lo. of family attending a day or night Americanization school; 
MEAlLSssccccccfEMBlesseccoses 


Family history 
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Ancestarl stockssccceseose: 
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Community spirit 
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VI. Comaunity Organization 
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B. Social, Educational Religious; Plans, Objectives, etc. 
a. Church societies... @oeoCe serene 
We MMOD Ary CLUDSSESLGEL SNES) oes 
c. Parent-teacher associations.essesses 
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i. Farmer's Educational and Co-operative Unionsssecececcees 
T*ROCPEaLLONS. waves eeesees 

Ke Miscellaneous. iss ee. ces 


VII. Community Consolidation of Schools 
1. Area of new educational unit. .ccccsccccves 
2o Assessed valuation.scccccvcee 
Oo. Character of highways..ccorcccceces 
4, Statistical data... 
ae School population. .cccceee 
be FinanceSsresrcoscsscees 
5. Benefits of consolidation in the open country. 
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VIII. Community Improvement Programme 
1. Better relations of people to land 
a. Land purchase and leaseeseeresevenes 
“be Rural Credit facilities..cesccccseces 
c. Land development for homes amd financial returns..crcsceres 
d. Froperty protection. crccsecs 
2. Better farming 
& Farm management..ccrccscees 
b. Labor and equipment... cose 
Ce Soil conservation. .ecscecee 
d. Crop adaptationescesceceveee 
@. Live stock betterment.srecscers 
3. Better communication 
ae ROad improvement. .coreceees 
b. Better mail and telephone ServiCessrceccesess 
4. Better business 
a, Collective buying and selling. .crcrsrcceeees 
be Market facilities.ccrcsccccess 
c. Home manufacture of products. cecsccsvece 
5. Conservation of natural resources 
a, Waterrspower and SupPlyesercesscccsons 
be. Forestryereccssccvvvccce 
Co Fishings.cccssccvees 
d, Natural parks and recration groundssccesssevevee. 
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6. Improvement of country life 
a. Home betterment.r.ccccscescvces 
be. Better education. rccccsseceves 
c. Community health and sanitation. .ccccssesecs 
d. Rural recreations cescvecscccsens 
6. Rural beautiLficationsscccessvvesvene 
f. Public morality. ..sccccsecssoens 
ge Community CivicS.ccreccesessens 
7. Better adjustments 
a. Relations of city amd COUNErV. seeccrecvever 
b. Relation of the individual to the groupe ccccerecsees 
c, Co-operation of agencies.rceccsereeeeecere 
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APPENDIX B. 


PAR STANDARDS FOR THE RURAL CHURCH 


The standards given here are found in Dana: An Adventure in Minsterial 
and Church Efficiency. As the average church in the country is of 
limited means, equipment, and leadership, the chart given here is 
suited for such a church, 


PHYSICAL EQUIPMENT 


1. Comfortable and attractive parsonage rent free. 

2. Auditorium adequate to seat maximum attendance at regular services. 
5. Organ or piano. 

4. Frovision for curtaining off Sunday-school classes or departments. 

5. Good lamps or acteylene lighting system. 

6. Adeguate ventilation, preferably by ventilator at top of room. 

7. Sightly in-door or out-door lavatories, neatly kept. 

8. Bulletin boards for church announcements. 

9. Equipment for social occasions. 

10 Playground with some recreational equipment. 

ll. Parking space, or horse-sheds. 

12. Properties kept in perfect repair, and good order, inside and out. 


Total points 12. Highest possible score 120. 
Local church POINTS eoeccoce 


Local church SCOPE srcesesos 


FINANCE 


1. Church budget, including both local expenses ami benevolences, adopted 
annually by the congregation. 

2. Every Member Canvass for weekly offering, made annually on the basis 
of the budget; all members, attendants and unattached persons solic- 
ited; envelope system used, 

. Budget of benevolences meeting denom nation apportionment, or a min- 
imum equal to one-third of the expense budget. 

4, All current bills paid monthly, ard an arrangement at the bank whereby 
minister's salary is placed to his credit on the first day of every 
month. 

5, Systematic plan of payments, on principal and interest of any church 
indebtedness, with additional provision for any yearly refunds due 
Church Building Society. 

6. Properties adequately insured. 


cn 


Total points 6. Highest possible score 60. 
Local church pointsS.ccceesee 


Local church sScor€ercecevccse 
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4. 


At least one service of worship and Sunday-school each Sabbath. 


MEETINGS 


89. 


Regular mid-week service, church night or cottage prayer meeting. 
4A dunior Church, or the like, at Sunday worship, 


Total points 3. Highest possible score 30, 
Local church points...ceces 


lecal Ghbrch score.ssscccce 


RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


An every Sunday church-schoo. 
Enrollment equal to resident membership with an everage at endance 
of two-thirds of its membership. 


Graded Lessons°as far as practical, with quarterlies, lesson leaves, 


and Sunday-school papers recommended by the denominational Boards. 
Efficient Home Department and Cradle Roll. 
Provision made for enlistment and training of leaders for church 
and Sunday-school work. 


Definite end regular attempts to bring pupils into church membership 


with specific preparatory instruction. 


Daily Vacation Bible School, and Week Day School of Religion. 
Missions presented from the pulpit and in Sunday-school. 
At least one representative in professional Christian service. 


Total points 9. Highest possible score 90. 
Local church pointsecreseee 


Local church scor@sececcoese 


MINIS TRY 


A resident pastor within the village and area giving full time to 
his ministry. 

A salary of at least $1800 with free use of parsonage. 
The church helping finatcially in matter of pastor's membership 
in the Annuity Fund. 


Encouragement and financial assistance given pastor and wife enabling 
them to attend state and local denominational meetings, summer schools, 


etc. 


Total points 4. Highest possible score 40, 
Local church points oesesee eens 


Local church scor€ececoesevves 
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PROGRAM 


1. Systematic attempts to serve over as large an area of the country- 
na dn opportunity revealed 
by 2 careful study of the same, 

2. A definite plan and program setting goals for the year's work 
adopted by church officers andcongregation, end held steadily before 
the attention of the church. 

3. Assumption of responsibility for some part of the church program 
(i.e. regular stated service,) by at least twenty-five percent of 
church members. 

4, Kregular system of farmstead visitation participated in by both 
pastor and people. 

5. Systematic evangelism of the educational sort reaching the entire 
eres served and every resident therein. i 

6. Definite effort ot interest the various age and sex groups in 
religious, socizl and recreational activities. 

7. An established goal for yearly increase in mexbership. 

&. Service rendered to 411 occupational classes and all racial ele- 
memts not otherwise provided for. 

9. Community service a definite part of church work. 

10. * yearly systematic survey nd mapping of area served, with view 
of a constant adaptation of the church progra: to changing necdis 
and opportunities as they may arise. 


Total points 10. Highest possible score 100. 
Local church points.cecesoses 


Local church scOrGesssescssse 


CO-OPEZATIO“. 
1. Cosoperation with local or nearby churches. 
2. Co-operation with state and county interde ominational religious 
agencies. 
3. Co-operation with local community organizations. 
4, Co-operation with county, state, and national welfare agencies. 
5. Co-operation with local and county agricultural agencies. 
6. Co-operation with denominational Bosrds. 


Local church points.c.ccues 


Local Churcn SCOTSesesreess 


Total points 50. Highes* possible score 500. 
Local church points eersevsenees 


Local church SCOTSrseteveeeerrer 
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APPENDIX ¢C. 


CHART OF 
COMAUNITY CLUB PLAN 


As suggested by Professor 0.J.Kern, University of California. 


he Vommunity Club: ‘Membership: AIT persons over years of age by vir- 
tue of residence in the canmunity are members, if they sign the consti- 
tution and pay their dues. Associate members merely come, no vote. 


Administration 


Executive Committee 


| Officers 
(Elected) 


President Officers and the 
Secretary Chairmen of the Gen- 
Treasurer eral Comnittees. 
| General Committees - Chairmen appointed by President. 


ee a 
Social Interests 


Economic Interests 
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Pro- Edu- Sani Rec~ House 
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omics 


+ 


Discussion in Public Forun. | 


| Community Frogram | 
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APPENDIX D, 


Chart of 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 


As suggested by Professor 6. J. Kern, University of California. 


Existing organization and 
groups. 


& Community Council made up of delegates from existing organizations and 
& groups, and natural leaders in the community. 


Administration 


Activities of Council 
C it tudy th h - 
onmuny bys udy rough com 


Holding community meetings 
and conferences for dis- 


Officers an Committees on 


Committees Production cussion. 
of Adminis- Marketing Oversight of work assigned t 
Conser vation each constituent associ- 


Community life Decision on need of a new 
association. 

Formulation of a commnity 
program. 


i Publicity at home and abroad, 


The Community Goal - Progress. 


Socially Politically 


Seononiea1y | Spirituanty | 


es 


», 
wie 


Squares represent delegates making up the Council. 
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